Chairman’s Initials

Date: 


MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

  held on Wednesday 20 January 2016 Halfpenny Green Vineyards at 7:00pm
PRESENT: 
Councillor: Mrs. J Humphries (Chairman) 
County Councillor B Edwards.

Councillors: Mrs. I Rees, R Lewis, M Snelson, and Mrs. J Stanton.
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 
1163. APOLOGIES: 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of District Councillor R McCardle, Cllr. W J Snelson and Cllr, Mrs. L Jones

1164. CLLR. BRIAN EDWARDS MBE

On behalf of the Parish Council the Chair congratulated Cllr. Edwards on his New Year honour.

1165. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
1166. MINUTES: 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 25 November 2015, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved.

1167. MATTERS ARISING:
a. Speed enforcement update
The Clerk had provided additional details to the County Council as requested, a response is awaited.
b. Tree update

Despite previous contact with David Wride, the Clerk was not aware of a site visit having been performed. It appears the matter has been referred to Martin Wallace, Estate Impact Officer, also of Housing Plus, who has contacted the Clerk and requested to meet a Parish Council representative on site, to review the tree issues and general upkeep of Brantley Crescent. Cllr. M Snelson and Cllr. Mrs Humphries have agreed to meet with him. The Clerk and Cllr. M Snelson are trying to arrange a convenient time and date.

c. Brantley Crescent update

The District Council will continue to monitor the houses in Brantley Lane / Crescent where issues have been identified. Some improvements have been made to one property.
d. Royal Oak Car Park
The District Council have noted that some improvements have been made to the land opposite the former Royal Oak Public House, they will, however, continue to monitor the area.
Cllr. Mrs. Humphries and Cllr. W Snelson met with Steve Dores of South Staffordshire Council and Martin Sutton of Shropshire Council. The County boundary was reviewed, resulting in the determination that both Oak trees are within Shropshire. As such, Shropshire Council have made and served the Tree Preservation Orders on the two trees.
e. Affordable Housing
Charlie Riley of Housing Plus has confirmed that contact has been made with a land owner, who has referred the enquiry to their agent. Progress is currently slower than anticipated, however, if no response is received by mid-February the position will be reviewed and alternatives considered at the March meeting.
f. EE Rural Coverage Programme

The sub-committee have not had the opportunity to meet to discuss further possible sites. An update will be provided at the next meeting, once additional sites have been identified and house owners approached. EE recently contacted Cllr. Mrs Stanton, who has updated them on the current position. 
A brief discussion followed as to the proposed merger of BT and EE and further questions that may need to be asked.
g. Dog fouling tri-signs
South Staffordshire Council will now provide the paint for the dog fouling stencils. No response has been received in respect of the tri-signs available. However, John Littleton does have a selection of the winning posters available from the recent school competition. It was agreed that a request would be made for these.
h. 30mph bin stickers

PCSO Nicholls is making enquiries into these stickers and will revert when further information / availability is known.

i. Ice buster scheme

Mrs. Southall has thanked the Parish Council for their offer, however at the current time they do not require a grit bin at the school. The Clerk agreed to speak to Staffordshire Highways in respect to the provision of bins on the church car park and just beyond the junction of Six Ashes Road and Brantley Lane, however, in previous years these requests have not been successful owing to the areas not being Highways land and being on a primary gritting route. 
A discussion followed with respect to the current condition of Six Ashes Road from Brantley Lane to the A458 junction. The Clerk had already reported this to Highways, who had confirmed it had been gritted, however, due to the running water this wasn't as effective as it should have been. Cllr. M Snelson explained that hedges are now cut later in the year and often this is after the gullies have been cleared. The last bend entering the village, outside Damson Cottage and Apple Tree Cottage is particularly bad and has historically been an accident spot, with overturned vehicles. The Clerk was asked to speak to Simon Griffiths ('SG') at Staffordshire Highways to see if anything could be done.
j. Albrighton and Woodland hunt

The Secretary had responded to the Clerk's letter stating they regretted events and would be taking additional measure to ensure no such incidents occurred in the future. They had requested a list of schools and nurseries together with opening times. It was agreed that this was an inappropriate request given the area covered by the hunt. The Clerk was asked to inform them of the relevant details in respect of Corbett School and Little Acorns nursery, being those in our Parish, any further details should be obtained from the local authorities.
1168. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
The Clerk has reported the pot hole adjacent to the red strip between the Red Lion and Church Lane. 
It was reported that the road surface at White Cross Crossroads is breaking up and in need of repair. It was also noted that the cavity previously filled in just down from the crossroads has fallen away again. The Clerk agreed to speak to SG.
1169. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Village Hall
Nothing to report, the next meeting is due in February. The Clerk reported that the outside lights at the rear of the hall are not working. Cllr. Lewis agreed to report it to the committee and check whether the switch had again been turned off. If that was the case, they may need to make changes to ensure this doesn't keep recurring.
Corbett School 
Everything at the school is fine. Mrs. Southall is recovering well and expects to return mid-February as planned.
Church of the Holy Cross 
The Air Scouts have recently undertaken a splendid clean up of the church car park and graveyard. Cllr. Mrs. Humphries commended them on their hard work and great job.
1170. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

No members of the public present.
1171. FINANCE
a. Budget for 2016/7 and precept requirement
The budget drafted by the Clerk was reviewed. The Clerk highlighted the omission of a provision for the Tom Butler Cup competition, which was due to be held in 2016. No monetary prizes had been given in 2014. The Chair explained the history of the competition. Several suggestions were made as topics / subjects - it was agreed to add the matter to the agenda for the next meeting. It was further agreed that no provision was necessary in the budget. Cllr. Mrs. Stanton proposed the budget be approved, this was seconded by Cllr. Lewis and agreed by all.

Following the approval of the budget the annual precept for 2016/7 was discussed. Cllr M Snelson proposed an increase of 1% to £3,938, this was seconded by Cllr. Lewis and agreed by all.
b. Cheques
a. Clerk


Petty cash imprest

£11.36
1172. PLANNING MATTERS
a. Received:
a. PA/15/01095/LBC Blakelands Country Guest House and Restaurant, Six Ashes Road, Halfpenny Green DY7 5DP; Removal of existing timber framed walkway and pergola and replace with traditional timber framed covered walkway and balcony structures – no objections.
b. Responded to:

c. Outcomes:
The Chair raised concerns with respect to motorcyclists who have been using Upper Whittimere / Tom Hill quarry for motocross. Recent episodes have seen vans and trailers parked at the entrance, along the track off Tom Lane and on the tenant farmer’s barley. Bikes have also been using the headland of the adjoining field to make a further track and entrance to the quarry. It is creating a substantial amount of noise for nearby properties, in addition to large volumes of rubbish and unsightly damage to private land and the Staffs way.
A discussion followed. It was reported that permission had not been given by the land owners and, therefore, the advice received was to inform the police of any usage for motocross. The Clerk agreed to speak to PCSO Nicholls.

Several possible planning enforcement matters were reported - Cllr. Edwards and the Clerk agreed to report them to the District Council for review
1173. AIRFIELD MATTERS
Cllr. Mrs. Rees reported that the project manager for the new owners was due to attend the last meeting of the consultative committee, however, he was unable to due to sickness. Therefore, the next meeting will no longer be a virtual meeting and he will be in attendance.
At the last meeting it was reported that the biggest flying school has closed, although, the manager has set up a new school. The overall number of flights has reduced due to the weather and the loss of the school. The Police have now vacated their building, new tenants are imminent. 
There are currently no events planned for 2016 and the instrument approach control equipment has been shelved due to the CAA. Three complaints were received. 

Cllr. M Snelson had received a complaint from a local family, as aircraft are banking left / right earlier than permitted resulting in very low aircraft over properties. Cllr. Mrs. Rees advised them to register the complaint with the Airport, however, noted that a new policy has been implemented requiring all complaints to be in writing (letter or email).
1174. CORRESPONDENCE
South Staffordshire Council (SSC) Grounds maintenance - enquiry re open spaces   maintained by the Parish Council for a mapping exercise. It was agreed there are no open spaces maintained by the Parish Council.

SSC - request for Parish Councils protocol for the death of a senior national figure or senior royal. It was agreed there is currently no protocol. The Clerk was asked to respond as such, stating it would be reviewed, however, the Councillors would appreciate guidance as to other such protocols in place.

South Staffordshire Citizens Advice Bureau - request for donation - agreed to 
circulate and add to next month’s agenda
Staffordshire Football Association - request for information about football pitches 
and teams. It was agreed there are no football teams within the Parish.

Bobbington card and craft group - letter of thanks for recent donation
Community Council of Staffordshire Best Kept Village Competition
Staffordshire parish Councils Association (SPCA) - NALC / DCLG transparency 
fund
SPCA - Course land use and management in parishes – 03/02/2016
South Staffordshire Local Plan site allocations document – preferred options and  

public consultation

Enjoy Staffordshire social media pages – free promotion

SSC Accelerate – steps to leadership programme

Spinal injuries Association – Great British fish and chip supper 20/05/2016

Staffordshire in the Great War – 05/03/2016

SPCA local councillor training 15/02/2016; 7-9pm Stafford

Police Crime reports

Queen’s 90th Birthday beacons - Although there is no where high enough for a Beacon it was suggested that the Queens 90th Birthday be added to next month’s agenda. On other such celebratory occasions, the Council have joined with the school.
Circulated by email prior to the meeting:-

South Staffordshire Community Voluntary Action Bulletin – 22/01/16
VAST (Voluntary Sector News for Staffordshire) Newsletter – 01/02/16
Gavin Williamson Newsletter 19/01/16
Karl Owen, Halfpenny Green Air scouts farewell
Wombourne wellbeing cafe launch 4/2/16

1175. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Councillors were encouraged to support Gavin Williamson’s superfast broadband campaign request which had been circulated by the Clerk. It was however, noted that it is understood the cabling permitting high speed broadband in the village is now in place at the exchange and will be switched on soon.

The Clerk has been approached by Gavin Williamson’s office with respect to local coffee mornings or other events Gavin could attend. It was agreed that there were currently no such events in the Parish.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 17 February 2016
Meeting Closed 8:55pm
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