Chairman’s Initials

Date: 


MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

held on Wednesday 18 January 2017 in the Jubilee Room, at Bobbington Village Hall at 7:30pm
PRESENT: 
Councillor: Mrs. J Humphries (Chairman) 


District Cllr McCardle
Councillors: Mrs. I Rees, Mrs. J Stanton, M Snelson, W J Snelson and R 

Lewis
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 
5 Members of the public

1321. APOLOGIES: 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of Mrs. L Jones and County Cllr Edwards.
1322. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

Cllr. W Snelson and Cllr. M Snelson declared interests in 1325b.
1323. MINUTES: 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 23 November 2016, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved.

1324. Chris Welsh SSCVA - Changes in the Community & Voluntary Sector and the 
introduction of Good Life Parish Champions.
Chris introduced himself and explained the reason for his attendance, namely changes to the village agents and Community Council, due to a reduction in funding available. The remaining Village Agents are Liz Minshall and Jan Wright. Liz covers a number of specific projects in locality 3. Jan works across the remaining localities - she’s awaiting locality plans for further definition of her role. The role of a Village Agent was briefly discussed as were the projects that they have been involved with in recent years.
To assist both the Village Agents and District Council, the Community Council are requesting Parish Councils consider appointing a “Champion”. This person would provide a means of communication between the District Council and parishes. The role was briefly discussed. It was agreed that a “Champion” would be more appropriate in larger Parishes and, therefore, at the current time no appointment was proposed for Bobbington.
1325. MATTERS ARISING:
a. Tree Update (Brantley Lane / Crescent)
The Clerk had again spoken with Alan Warden, from South Staffordshire Council’s Environmental Health Team, who was struggling to contact the tenant. He had explained he needed her permission to forward her contact details to the renewable energy team, for further investigation of ways to improve the living conditions. The Clerk had subsequently spoken to the Parishioner who is to contact Mr Warden.
The Clerk will look to progress the planning application for the next meeting.
b. Affordable Housing
Following a closed meeting in December, approaches were been made to the owners of the preferred land, however, further progress has been limited. The Parish Council need to reconsider the position in light of recent responses, however, given the nature of current private and confidential discussions, it was not believed appropriate to provide further information to the meeting.
A discussion followed with members of the public present. Councillors explained that they were wary of further disclosure at the current time, due to the sensitivity and lack of clarity. It was further noted that timescales for disclosure were currently unknown.
The members of the public present raised concerns with respect to the private driveway to site 9, and the need for a footpath next to a carriageway. It was also noted that a Housing Association property within the village had been allocated to people with no connections to the area.

c. 30mph bin stickers

All properties along Six Ashes Road within the village have now received the correct number of stickers. Cllr. Lewis will ensure that the first few houses along Gospel Ash Road (Former Royal Oak end) receive stickers. It was agreed there was limited benefit providing the remaining houses with stickers, given these would only be visible on bin day.
d. Community speed watch
The speed and volume data provided by Mark Keeling at Staffordshire Highways was reviewed, together with the Safer Roads Partnership speed camera data provided by Michelle Shaker. In summary there are less cars, travelling at a slightly lower speed than 10 years ago, although it was agreed the differences were marginal. 
The 20’s plenty SIDS are now in place outside the school.

Michelle Shaker had confirmed that the majority of volunteers for the Community speed watch scheme had received training. Cllr. M Snelson had informally spoken to the Chair of Enville Parish Council with respect to sharing the camera and equipment. Assuming a contribution was made towards the cost and there was a possibility of volunteers swapping villages or working together, it had been agreed that a further discussion could be held once the training had been completed.
A discussion followed, after which it was agreed that Bobbington should purchase its own equipment, given the convenience this would bring for a minimal outlay (e.g. speed watches would not need to be coordinated, equipment would not need to be collected or returned to Enville). It was, however, agreed that joint working in the neighbouring Parish may still be advantageous.
e. Defibrillator

Cllr. M Snelson confirmed he was still to speak to the owners of the Red Lion. It was noted that the Parish of Tuck Hill were raising funds to acquire a machine.

The Clerk was asked to contact the Community Council of Staffordshire to establish whether any grants were available to assist with the purchase.

f. Permitted development at airport
Following the changes to permitted development in April 2016, it was agreed at the last meeting that Cllr. Edwards would ask John Littleton to clarify the rules and application thereof. Unfortunately, Cllr. Edwards was unable to attend the meeting and no further information was known.
1326. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
The weekly pothole repairs reports had been circulated by email, there were few repairs in the local area.
As previously requested, the Clerk had approached Simon Griffiths, at Staffordshire Highways with respect to the central reservation / pavement outside the Post Office. Simon Griffiths had responded, following a site visit, and explained that the area of footway has not deteriorated since his last visit. In parts, the slurry seal off the top layer of footway has broken away from the surface which has made the footway look unsightly in places. However, they currently have no safety concerns with regard to the footway and works will, therefore, be carried out once resources permit.

1327. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Village Hall
“Jubilee room” brass signs for the exterior and interior doors are to be ordered. The next committee meeting will take place on 23 January 2017.
Corbett School 
Nothing to report.
Church of the Holy Cross 
Advertising will begin in February for a new vicar for Bobbington and Trysull. In the meantime the Church has the services of Rev. Sue Watson for six months. She also takes the school assembly once a fortnight.
1328. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Members of the public raised the following question with respect to the speed and volume data:
- Where was the survey carried out? 

It was explained that the equipment had been sited near to the church, as the data would be distorted if by the school. Although this was accepted, the Parishioner did state that the area was more dangerous and subject to higher speeds outside school start / finish times.
Concerns were raised by those present with respect to school traffic using their private road as a turning area. It was noted that Salters Hall Farm suffers similarly.

John from Halfpenny Green Golf Club was in attendance and wished to discuss the car park area of the former Royal Oak. Work on the main house is progressing well. However, they are conscious that the car park area is currently an eyesore. The family have no fixed plans at the current time, but are keen to work with the Parish Council and Parishioners. They appreciate the land is used by local school buses etc and is under the authority of two councils (South Staffordshire and Shropshire). He wondered whether the site was suitable for the affordable housing being discussed, however, it was explained the location would not be agreeable under the current scheme. A discussion followed. John agreed to keep in touch and keep the Council appraised of their plans.
With respect to the Affordable Housing the Chairman was asked to clarify the current position. The Chair explained that different landowners had different expectations. Cllr. M Snelson confirmed that the number of sites being considered had been narrowed down. The Parish Council having agreed preferred sites, are currently concentrating on those sites. Land owners are being consulted with respect to the sale of their land. The Parishioner asked whether any development was likely within the next 12 months and sought clarification as to whether land could be subject to compulsory purchase. It was agreed it was unlikely that an development would be completed within 12 months and that land cannot be subject to compulsory purchase.
1329. FINANCE
a. Precept requirements and annual budget
The Clerk had prepared and circulated accounts for the period ended 31 December 2016, a draft budget for 2017-18 and a comparison of the 2016-17 budget with actual expenditure.
The Clerk noted that the budget did not include any provision for the community speed watch equipment or a defibrillator. Cllr. M Snelson asked whether any provision had been incorporated with respect to election costs as discussed earlier in the previous year. The Clerk confirmed there was no specific provision, however, funds retained in the savings fund should be sufficient to meet such costs. 

A detailed discussion followed with respect to the budget and the precept requirements. The Councillors were keen to avoid a disproportional increase in the parishioners council tax with respect to other organisations and previous years, however, given the anticipated expenditure an increase would be necessary.

It was finally concluded that the precept requirement should be increased by 5%. With respect to the budget, a specific provision should be added for the community speed watch equipment, however, as the discussions with respect to the defibrillator were still in their infancy, it was agreed no provision would be included. It is currently unclear as to whether these costs will be met by grant funding or shared with local organisations. 

Cllr. Mrs Rees proposed to increase the precept by 5% to £4,135 and accept the proposed budget with the addition of the cost of the equipment, this was seconded by Cllr. Mrs Stanton.
b. Cheques
The following cheques were proposed by Cllr. W Snelson and seconded by Cllr. Lewis.
a. Clerk 


Salary




£230.19
b. HM Revenue & Customs
Paye




£150.40
1330. PLANNING MATTERS
a. Received
a. PA 16/01112/COU – Land on the North side of Six Ashes Road, Bobbington – creation of natural burial ground with parking and pavilion on agricultural land – Cllr. M Snelson briefed the meeting on such burial grounds, having conducted research as part of his considerations. A discussion followed with respect to the application. Various concerns were expressed including future expansion, the lack of facilities (e.g. toilets, water, waiting areas), the small amount of parking, contamination of the spoil, the location and availability of public transport. It was agreed that objections would be lodged on the grounds that access off Six Ashes Road was dangerous, it could create queues along a narrow stretch of road and the proposed entrance / exit needs to be wider. It was also noted that grasscrete was not a suitable ground covering – although adequate for temporary events, it was not felt this was suitable in a clay field prone to flooding. It was also likely to result in mud being spread onto the highway creating further hazards.
b. APP/C3430/W/16/3160869 – 16/00304/FUL – Appeal re Land at Gospel Ash Road, Bobbington, DY7 5EE – Erection of two detached houses with garages – No further comments to be added
b. Responded to:
a. PA 16/00991/FUL – Two story rear extension and balcony (renewal of 08/00510/FUL) Orchard House, Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 5EN – No objections
b. Appeal re PA 15/00051/FUL - Timber walkway – Blakelands, Six Ashes Road, Bobbington - comments have already been submitted and a letter of support provided to the applicants – nothing further to add.
c. Outcomes: 
PA 16/00905/VAR – Variation of conditions 6 & 7 and removal of condition 8 of 16/00491/FUL; Manor Lodge, Manor Lane, Bobbington, DY7 5EG – Approved subject to conditions.
Enforcement

The meeting was updated on matters reported to the District Council with respect to properties within the Parish – these currently concern the former Royal Oak site, as discussed during public question time.
1331. AIRFIELD MATTERS
Cllr. Mrs. Rees had attended the consultative meeting. She reported that one runway was closed and the other had been downgraded, both need work. The Antiques centre is thriving, there is a possibility of holding markets in the future, The Auto giro flying school is open and another occupant continues to train Libyan pilots. One complaint was lodged since the last meeting. MCR have appointed a new operations manager, however, he was not present at the meeting. They are hoping to replace the Wings and Wheels with a fly in. A public consultation with respect to the instrumental approach equipment is now open and will continue until April.
A new Chair was elected and appointed for the Consultative Committee
1332. CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence from Mr Alan Scriven, with respect to the repositioning of the 30mph speed signs along Tom Lane, the right of way and a change in direction of a footpath. Interested in Councillor vacancies.
South Staffordshire Council (SSC) – Public Space CCTV
SSC Parish Summit 25 November 2016 – A summary of the day
Gavin Williamson Surgery – Bobbington Village Hall 10/2/2017 3pm – 4:30pm
South Staffs Local Policing Team – 

· Crime prevention - vehicle crime frosty mornings
· 3 people arrested, following incident at Brewood Spar

SSC - Staffordshire Sustainability and Transformation Plan or STP 
SSC – South Staffordshire lottery – www.sstaffs.gov.uk/sstaffs-lottery
Staffordshire Parish Councils Association – Councillor training 21/2/17

SSC – Consultation on new housing enforcement policy
Police Crime report 23/11/2016 to 17/01/2017
Community Council of Staffordshire request for information re Staffordshire Diary 
of Village Festivals and Events 2017 to be received by 1/4/2017

Society of local council clerks – training seminar 1/2/16

Staffordshire County Council (SCC) Debt benefit and consumer advice – will any funding be available to support the costs of providing consumer advice service in Staffordshire.

Western Power Distribution – details of 1110-ED1 Business Plan commitments

Barcham Trees, Ely, Cambridgeshire – Are you interested in a complimentary magazine?

Community Council of Staffordshire – Best Kept Village Competition 2017


SSC update re final notification re the removal of BT telephone kiosks
Circulated by email prior to the meeting:-

Staffordshire County Council (SCC) Highways – Pothole updates 29/11/2016; 5/12/2016; 22/12/2016; 10/01/2017; 17/01/2017
SSC – Planning masterclass 15/02/2017
News from the Staffordshire Police and Crime Commissioner 01/12/2016
VAST newsletter 1/12/2016, 06/01/2017; 
SSCVA e-bulletin – 16/12/2016; 6/01/2017
Gavin Williamson – 13/12/2016
Staffordshire Parish Councils Association (SPCA)–local councillor training 21 Feb
SPCA–Development Control & how to respond to planning applications 8&15 Feb
1333. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr. M Snelson offered to assist the Clerk with the administration for the facebook page. The offer was kindly accepted.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 16 February 2017 at 7:30pm 
Meeting Closed 
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