Chairman’s Initials

Date: 


MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

held on Wednesday 21 June 2017 in the Jubilee Room, at Bobbington Village Hall at 7:30pm

PRESENT: 
Councillor: Mrs. L Jones (Chairman) 
Councillors: Mrs J Humphries, Mrs. J Stanton, W J Snelson, M Snelson, R Lewis
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 
Ian Binks – BT representing EE
4 Members of the public

1404. APOLOGIES: 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of County Cllr. V Wilson and Cllr. Mrs I Rees.
1405. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

Cllr. Mrs Humphries declared an interest in 1415a.
1406. MINUTES: 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 17 May 2017, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved.

1407. CIVIC AWARD

The Chairman welcomed Mr and Mrs Astley and gave a brief summary of their work in respect of the Parish and Corbett School. A certificate, cheque, bottle of wine and bouquet of flowers were presented. Kevin and Anne thanked the Chairman and Councillors.
1408.  IAN BINKS – BT representing EE

Ian explained the need for telephone companies to increase the mobile coverage. In line with this directive and previous work with Bobbington Parish Council, EE would like to trial a new piece of equipment, to be used where sites are not large enough to be macro-sites. The equipment is approximately the size of a pop bottle. Bobbington would be a pilot site. It is hoped this new technology will overcome the blackspot in the centre of the village.
The technology would give a 3G and 4G signal. EE admit the signal will be better outdoors than indoors because it’s a low transmitter and is also dependent on the speed of the broadband.

Ian has spoken to the Red Lion, who have agreed the equipment can be fixed to the side of their building. EE will enter into an agreement with the Red Lion with respect to electricity costs that will be incurred.

It was agreed there seemed very few, if any disadvantages. EE hope to fit the equipment by the end of the Summer, it will be left in place unless the pilot fails to work or we as a Community decide we no longer want it.
Several questions were raised, which Ian answered. Ian then left the meeting.

1409. MATTERS ARISING:
a. Tree Update (Brantley Lane / Crescent)

An application to remove the tree to ground level has been submitted. The Clerk agreed to contact Cllr. McCardle for advice on how to proceed.
b. Affordable Housing
It is understood that the surveyors appointed by the owners of site 6, met informally with South Staffordshire Council (“SSC”) to discuss their proposals. SSC planners were not supportive of enabling market housing, but confirmed the exceptions policy for social housing would provide for a development of social housing on the site.  Notwithstanding if Very Special Circumstances could be demonstrated then a case might be made for a single market dwelling.
A discussion followed, it was agreed the Clerk would request a definition of very special circumstances from both Lesley Birch and Cllr. B McCardle.

With respect to the queries presented to Lesley after the last meeting, the following answers were obtained:

Q Will the district council's planning authorities consider a change in the mix of properties? 

A Although the Planning department don’t wish to rely on the Consultation event to decide numbers of properties required, they would usually accept that the mix may need to change to reflect current need.  Prior to detailed design, we would consult the Housing Register to see what type of properties are in most demand, then meet with the Parish Council to decide how many of which property type they would like to be built.

Q If it is possible to change the mix? I assume that the mix in the planning application could not be amended at a later stage, without a planning variation - i.e. the planning application would be for specific properties and any differences would require a new application or variation. 
A Correct.  Once Detailed Planning Permission is granted, you would have to build what was applied for.  To change it would require a new application.
 

c. Defibrillator

An application was submitted, when the funding round opened in early June, however, the Parish Council were unsuccessful, as the training proposal did not meet with their requirements.
It was agreed that further details were needed with respect to costs. Cllr. Lewis agreed to obtain quotations. It might be possible to hold a fundraising event within the Parish, however, further details with respect to cost were needed first.
d. Jacs UK Ltd – Speed calming measure
It was agreed that the measures available seemed expensive, and this project should be left at the current time, with effort being concentrated on obtaining permanent Community speed watch signs.
1410. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
The flood risk areas had been reported to Cllr. R McCardle, but nothing further heard at the current time. 
It was noted that further works were needed to the depression under the carriageway between White Cross crossroads and Blacklands. The Clerk agreed to contact Simon Grifiths at Staffordshire Highways.

Pavements in Brantley Crescent are in poor condition, the Clerk agreed to report this to Staffordshire Highways, although they will not list it as priority work.
1411. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES

Village Hall
The Annual General Meeting will be held on 11 July 2017 at 3:45pm. The Committee are looking for new members.
Church of the Holy Cross 
The PCC have invited Corbett school children to design a Christmas card – a winner will be chosen and the card printed and delivered to all houses in the Parish.
A concert was due to be held on 8 July 2017, however, unfortunately, this has been cancelled.

The PCC are pursuing a new heating system.
Corbett School 

Cllr. W Snelson had been invited to speak to the children about his trip to the Palace to receive his MBE. He reported the children were well behaved and attentive.
The school are still pursuing drainage solutions for the playing field.

Community Speed Watch (“CSW”)

Cllr. Lewis presented a report detailing the date, location, number of cars, number of speeding vehicles and top speed. For the first time, vehicles were recorded from the Village Hall car park coming into the village, some high speeds were recorded.

Andy Burton had attended the recent Community speedwatch engagement meeting. It has previously been noted that the portable community speed watch signs have a considerable impact on the speed of motorists and, therefore, Andy had raised a query with respect to the permanent signs – the feedback wasn’t great, with no other representatives at the meeting having permanent signs in their areas. Part of the problem appears to concern the position / location of the signs as lamp posts are under different ownership. Andy has since emailed Michelle Shaker and Carl Ratcliffe.
It was suggested that County Cllr Victoria Wilson may be willing to offer assistance as one of her interests during the election campaign was CSW.

The Chairman thanked all the volunteers on behalf of the Parish Council – their efforts are much appreciated.

Police 

Cllr. W Snelson had attended the recent police accountability meeting. It was noted that Bobbington is not included separately for statistical purposes and, therefore, it is difficult to gauge a feeling for how we compare to other local villages. Cllr. W Snelson had raised a concern about calling 101 for a local matter, when the call centre didn’t know the area and couldn’t act quickly enough, as discussed at a recent Parish Council meeting when a suspicious vehicle was seen driving around the area. It was suggested that a Police representative should attend a meeting and explain the process. The Clerk reported that PCSO Wilkes had suggested that although Cllrs could contact the PCSO mobiles, it may not be successful if they were not on duty, more importantly, the call would need to be logged with 101 regardless.
1412. BOBBINGTON BRIEF

The brief has been drafted, however, is awaiting proof reading. The following were discussed for inclusion, however, if too late the matters can be carried forward to next quarter: Councillors and their contact details, information on CSW and the 2016-7 Civic Award.
1413. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
With respect to the defibrillator, it was suggested we approach Safeaid services in Willenhall, he understood the equipment to be in the region of £1,500, which would include both adult and children’s pads. The parishioner also confirmed that he’d applied for a Community first aid responder and was waiting to hear back.
The meeting had expected the attendance of a representative from the former Royal Oak development who had approached Cllr. M Snelson with respect to the potential development of the car park area. The developers were keen to avoid the problems incurred on submission of the last plans, so wished to consult with the Parish Council and public, prior to submitting anything formal. They would like to include an area for coaches to continue to pick up and drop off local school children. A discussion followed based on the very draft sketches that had been passed to Cllr. M Snelson. It was suggested clarification was needed as to the area of greenbelt land, given the plot lies in both Staffordshire and Shropshire. Ideally, the Parish Council would like to see the land tied and returned to greenbelt land, any development would contradict the local plan, where no additional housing is required in Bobbington.

1414. FINANCE
a. Review of Risk Management Policy and Risk Assessment
Adjustments had been made with respect to the Community speed watch programme. The document was reviewed and approved by all present.
b. Insurance – Zurich had confirmed total assets of £10k can be held under the current policy. As such it was agreed the policy should be renewed. 
c. Holy Cross Church donation – Cllr. Mrs Humphries confirmed the annual cost in the previous year was £1,080. A new gardener has been found following the unfortunate passing of Alan Robins, however, the cost of £80 per month does not cover any extras. Cllr. W Snelson proposed the donation was maintained at £900 and this be reviewed next year when the revised annual cost was known. This was seconded by Cllr. Lewis and agreed by all.

d. Cheques

The following cheques were proposed by Cllr. W Snelson and seconded by Cllr. Mrs Stanton
i. Mr and Mrs Astley

Civic Award



£  50.00

ii. Zurich insurance

Annual insurance


£257.60
iii. Clerk


Salary and expenses


£376.14
iv. HMRC


PAYE




£76.40
e. Holy Cross Church

Upkeep of Churchyard

£900.00
1415. PLANNING MATTERS
a. Received
i. PA 17/00499/FUL - New balcony and external fire escape staircase; Halfpenny Green Vineyards Tom Lane Bobbington Stourbridge South Staffordshire DY7 5EP – no objections; the Parish Council are pleased with the development which is well kept and maintains good tourism.
ii. APP/C3430/W/17/3172549 – PA 16/00693/FUL – Orchard House, Tom Lane, Bobbington – appeal re replacement dwelling – no further comments.
b. Responded to: 
c. Outcomes:
d. Enforcement matters:
One matter was listed by South Staffordshire in relation to the Vineyard, which is under investigation.

Work at Abbotts Fall was discussed, as no planning application had been seen. The Clerk agreed to obtain feedback on the lighting at Brelades.

Cllr. W Snelson reported that he believed a public right of way off Long Common has been blocked by a post and padlock. The Clerk will ask the District to confirm if they are able to review this.
1416. AIRFIELD MATTERS
The AGM was held at which the Operations Manager, Mike Boot was formally introduced.
The public consultation is ongoing. The damaged runway has been repaired but is not in use. There were four complaints received during the period, all from some distance. In at least one case, they could not verify the plane was from Bobbington.

1417. CORRESPONDENCE
PCSO Crime report – a discussion followed due to the length of time it has been seen a PCSO attended our meetings, it was agreed it would be useful to have someone present.
Police and Fire consultation

Dementia action alliance

Blakelands Fireworks 1/7/2017

Cyber safe Staffordshire – letters, poster, leaflet and booklet
Circulated by email prior to the meeting:-

Staffordshire County Council (SCC) Highways – Pothole updates 22/5/2017; 29/5/2017; 12/6/2017
VAST newsletter – 25/5/2017
SSCVA e-bulletin – 26/5/2017; 9/6/2017
Healthwatch Staffordshire annual conference
1418. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Noticeboards – Cllr. Mrs Humphries agreed to try and obtain an update with respect to the notice boards, she understood they were partially finished, a discussion followed as to whether they could be completed by someone else if need be. Cllr. M Snelson also agreed to speak to the craftsman if seen.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 19 July 2017 at 7:30pm. 
Meeting Closed 9:10pm
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