Chairman’s Initials

Date: 


MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

held on Wednesday 15 March 2017 in the Jubilee Room, at Bobbington Village Hall at 7:30pm
PRESENT: 
Councillor: Mrs. J Humphries (Chairman) 
Councillors: Mrs. L Jones, Mrs. I Rees, Mrs. J Stanton and R Lewis (Cllr. 
Lewis left part way through the meeting)
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 
4 Members of the public

1346. APOLOGIES: 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of Cllr District Cllr McCardle. Cllr. Lewis apologised as he needed to leave around 8pm.
1347. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

Cllr. Mrs. J Stanton declared an interest in 1354bb.
1348. MINUTES: 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 22 February 2017, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved.

1349. MATTERS ARISING:
a. Tree Update (Brantley Lane / Crescent)
Cllr. M Snelson had kindly assisted the Clerk with photos of the tree and house. The Clerk had spoken to the District Council and understood that there was no cost for a planning application with respect to a tree subject to a TPO. The application is ready to be submitted, subject to a sketch plan, which Cllr. M Snelson will assist with.
b. Affordable Housing
Correspondence is continuing with site 6’s landowner’s agent. A further closed meeting will be held with the landowner and his agent on 5 April 2017.
c. Defibrillator

The next round of funding commences in April, it was agreed an application would be made. If unsuccessful, other charities providing such funding could be approached.
d. Permitted development at airport
No further information available.

e. EE
Following the correspondence received last month, Cllr. Mrs Stanton has spoken to Ian Binks, at EE, and confirmed that the equipment in this latest initiative, differs to the previous schemes discussed. They are due to meet on 17 March 2017 to discuss the current project in further detail.
1350. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
Following communications with South Staffordshire Council, a large number of items were removed from the entry and adjacent land of Whittimere Quarry. Subsequent information reported the fly-tipping to include equipment and plants from a cannabis factory. Following several incidents of fly-tipping in that area, the District Council have volunteered to erect a barrier to limit access.
The weekly pothole repairs reports had been circulated by email, there were few repairs in the local area.
1351. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Village Hall
Nothing to report
Corbett School 
Total pupil numbers currently stand at 103 – nothing further to report.
Church of the Holy Cross 

The annual parochial meeting will be held on 23 April 2017 after the service.

Community Speed Watch (“CSW”)
Cllr. Lewis had provided a summary of recent activity in advance of the meeting. This was briefly discussed. It was agreed that similar reports would be circulated prior to the monthly meetings.

One of the volunteers present noted that the CSW signage noticeably reduces the number of speeding vehicles. As such it was suggested that we invest in permanent CSW signs, something that will be considered as the scheme settles in. The volunteers also noted that drivers can be seen to decelerate when the speed gun is being used. It is assume that letters are being sent in a timely manner.
1352. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Concerns were raised as to the number of pot holes along Crab Lane and Highgate Road, some of which are of a significant size and depth. The Clerk informed the public present that these can be reported on Staffordshire Highways web page, however, she agreed to report them also.
1353. FINANCE
a. Clerk’s annual salary increase – The CPI rate had increased by 1.91% between January 2016 and 2017 – it was agreed that a 2% increase should be applied as in the previous year resulting in an annual salary of £1,532.80.

A discussion followed with respect to the national living wage (currently £7.50 per hour (4% increase) and expected to rise to £9 by 2020). The Clerk was asked to record time incurred in dealing with Council matters, to ensure the hourly rate was in line with the minimum requirements.

b. Year end donations:

a. Corbett School – High Fives, annual football and netball competitions –Mrs Southall had confirmed the competition was due to be held on 20th May 2017 and the total cost of the trophies was due to be £230. Cllr. R Lewis proposed a donation of £230, this was seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Jones.
b. Halfpenny Green Air Scouts - Chris Barnard
Group Scout Leader of Halfpenny Green Air Scout Group was in attendance. He provided a brief update. The group is going from strength to strength, with 101 members between the ages of 6 and 18 years. They have a number of concerns, mainly with respect to the airport as their lease is still to be renewed. They currently pay £4k pa in rent, this figure is expected to increase, as the electricity recharged has already increased. This will create greater financial pressure. Once the lease is renewed they hope to make improvements to the floor and office area. The number of adult volunteers is reasonable, however, they are always willing to welcome new volunteers. They aim to “fly” the children twice a year, encourage them to attend fundraising events and raise money to fund their activities. They have 1 Beaver Camp planned, 2 Cub camps inc. a week long camp on the coast, 2 Scout camps and a day at a Youth Airshow. Finally, they are hosting a big Scout Leader recruitment event at the airport in July with 1000 people being invited. It will also be attended by a high profile VIP. Roughly half of their young people are from the parish and surrounding parishes (Claverly, Trysull, Enville and Wombourne) and approximately 15 children are from Corbett School. 
A discussion followed with respect to an annual donation, Cllr. W Snelson proposed £230, this was seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Stanton.
c. Cheques
The following cheques were proposed by Cllr. M Snelson and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Stanton
a. Clerk



Salary & expenses

£266.93
b. HM Revenue & Customs 

Paye



£151.20
c. Corbett School


S137



£230
d. Halfpenny Green Air Scouts
S137



£230
1354. PLANNING MATTERS
a. Received
a. PA 17/00210/TEL: Proposed base station installation at CTIL242010_VF14627; Halfpenny Green Airport, Crab Lane, Bobbington, Stourbridge. At: Vodafone Limited Telecommunications Mast Crab Lane Bobbington South Staffordshire – No comments / objections
b. 17/00171/FUL: First floor extension forming bedroom and en-suite; Primrose Cottage Gospel Ash Road Bobbington Stourbridge South Staffordshire DY7 5EE – No objections.
b. Responded to: 
a. 17/00086/FUL - Halfpenny Green Vineyards, Tom Lane, Bobbington, Stourbridge, South Staffordshire DY7 5EP – Restaurant Extension – No objections
b. 16/00762/AGGRES – 19 Six Ashes Road Bobbington Stourbridge DY7 5BZ – Construction of new access / parking, means of enclosure and necessary building works to convert existing building to residential use – Concerns raised as follows: 1) The proposed development is in greenbelt – an earlier application for the same area was dismissed as it was considered to be to the detriment of the greenbelt; 2) The area to be developed is subject to flooding, partly due to water running down from Six Ashes – if granted, would it be possible to impose a condition requiring a new drainage plan? This could be used to connect storm drains on Six Ashes Road to a new larger diameter pipe running through the planned site, taking the excess water from the road and easing the current flooding issues; 3) Does the application meet the permitted development rules as stated and the guidance for barn rennovation? – given this is a dutch barn with an earth floor, we would request a detailed review.

c. Outcomes:

a. Appeal Ref: APP/C3430/W/16/3160869 Land between School House and Grassmoor, Gospel Ash Road, Bobbington, Dudley DY7 5EF; erection of two detached houses with garages – Appeal dismissed.
b. PA 16/00991/FUL – Two story rear extension and balcony (renewal of 08/00510/FUL) Orchard House, Tom Lane, Bobbington DY7 5EN – Approved subject to conditions.
d. Enforcement matters:

1355. AIRFIELD MATTERS
Cllr. Mrs Rees confirmed a virtual meeting had been held. Runway 04 is back in service. Rotasport sales and service have taken on the former Police unit, and hope to commence operations to teach pilots in coming months. There were 2 complaints in the period. The airfield is now overseen by Kirsty Kirkpatrick.
The following events are planned:-


29 & 30 April 2017 
Wings & Wheels and 1940s event


18 June 2017

Bikers breakfast


31 July 2017

Air Scouts event with VIP attendance

Although not mentioned at the meeting it is rumoured that the airfield is once again being marketed for sale. Cllrs. Mrs Rees will endeavour to make further enquiries.

The public consultation has been opened with respect to the instrumental approach equipment, this will remain open until 10 April 2017. It is understood that this equipment will improve the safety for current users if utilised. It was agreed to review the final consultation documents following which a discussion would take place at the next meeting.

1356. CORRESPONDENCE
Community Council of Staffordshire – annual membership – all Councillors were asked to consider membership, for discussion at the next meeting.


Press release – Pattingham theft


It was also noted that a house had been burgled in the village, with TVs and 

jewellery being taken. Concern was expressed as to the number of recent break-ins in the area.
Circulated by email prior to the meeting:-

Staffordshire County Council (SCC) Highways – Pothole updates 6/3/2017; 

13/3/2017
Community speedwatch email

SCC – Parking restrictions / enforcement
News from the Staffordshire Police and Crime Commissioner – 14/2/17
VAST newsletter – 16/02/17
SSCVA e-bulletin – 17/02/17
Gavin Williamson –  28/2/17
Defra survey for Staffordshire 2016/17
South Staffordshire Council (SSC) – funding and training opportunities from 

Birmingham Open Space.


Forest of Mercia – Invitation to visit Hilton Green Environmental Education 

Centre

1357. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 19 April 2017 at 7:30pm 
Meeting Closed 8:30pm
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