Chairman’s Initials

Date: 


MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Wednesday 23 September 2015 in Bobbington Village Hall at 7:30pm
PRESENT: 
Councillor: Mrs. J Humphries (Chairman) 
District Councillor: R McCardle

Councillors: W J Snelson, Mrs. L Jones, R Lewis, M Snelson, Mrs. J Stanton, 
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 


2 representatives from EE
1126. APOLOGIES: 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf County Councillor: B Edwards and Mrs. I Rees.
1127. EE
The two representatives from EE were welcomed to the meeting. A presentation, based on the information circulated prior to the meeting, was given, wherein EE explained that they were proposing to install 4-5 boxes around the village to improve the mobile phone coverage. This is part of a new scheme which has been piloted in Cumbria. EE’s ambition is to install the equipment in 1500 villages by 2017. Several questions were raised and answered in addition to a general discussion. The gentlemen left the meeting.
The Councillors further discussed the proposal. It was agreed further research was required. As such, a sub-committee of Cllr. Mrs. Stanton, Cllr. M Snelson and Cllr. Lewis was formed. They were authorised to look into the proposal in more detail and consider possible sites.
1128. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
1129. MINUTES: 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 15 July 2015, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved.

1130. MATTERS ARISING:
a. Speed enforcement update
The Clerk had written to the legal department at the County Council, informing them of the issues and seeking clarification as to whether the limits could currently be enforced, a response is awaited.
b. Tree update

Cllr. M Snelson reported that all trees have now been assessed. It appears that all those of concern are on “Housing Association” land, as such, we understand that it is the tenants’ responsibility to fund any work which needs to be undertaken. Unfortunately, Housing Plus nor the District Council are responsible. 

If a specific tree is subject to a TPO, Steve Dores has to be notified prior to the work taking place, to ensure the contractors are aware of the order – this can also limit the work that can be completed. However, Cllr. McCardle informed those present that there have been cases where work, in addition to that normally permitted, has been completed following the citation of “special circumstances”, e.g. medical evidence to the lack of light, damp problems etc, such cases do generally require a planning application.
c. Brantley Crescent update

There is still an issue with one property in particular. No approach has been made to the home owner. Later in the meeting it was agreed to approach the District Council with respect to a tidy up order.
d. Royal Oak Car Park
The Clerk had contacted the enforcement team at South Staffordshire Council (SSC), who had reviewed the site and deemed a charging notice, in respect of several different issues, appropriate.
The Clerk had written to Mr Chatha to enquire as to timescales and plans for the site. However, a further planning application has since been submitted for the conversion of the premises into 2 residences instead of 3, as per the original applications. Mr Chatha had subsequently contacted the Clerk and explained that the site had been acquired by the family business. Although, he was more than happy to meet with the Councillors, he was concerned that he would not be able to answer the questions raised, due to the involvement of other family members and matters outside of their control e.g. availability of the contractors etc. He suggested that the questions be put on email and he would ensure answers were obtained. In light of the information from SSC and the further planning application submitted, it was decided no further action would not be taken at the current time.
No further information had been received from Steve Dores in respect of the possibility of placing TPO’s on the Oak trees in the former car park area.

e. Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green Airport
Only one incident of low flying aircraft had been noted since the last meeting. As reported later the Airport had received several complaints from one individual, however, these had reduced in number in recent weeks. No further action was deemed necessary at the current time.
f. Affordable Housing
An email from Housing Plus was reviewed with respect to a public consultation. It was agreed that the Council were awaiting further details of the outcomes of conversations with land owners and other interested parties, prior to making any further decisions. It was agreed the Clerk would make further enquiries of Housing Plus.
g. Cycling issues
The Clerk had emailed Halesowen cycling club, with respect to the Council and Parishioners concerns. The Chair had responded and copied various other cycling representatives / clubs, including Mr Keith Evans, local British Cycling Regional Events Officer, Mr Roger Allen, chair Stourbridge Cycling Club, Jonathan Davies, chair Stourbridge Velo and Mr Mike Jackson South Staffs~Shropshire CC RR League.
The response was circulated with the correspondence. It was suggested that details of the cyclists attire were noted in future incidents, to identify the cycling club concerned.

h. Parking at Corbett School events
Mrs Southall had apologised for the congestion. She suggested that the area marked keep clear with the zig zags should leave quite a long space for passing places, but she knew that it could be an issue. She will ensure that she notifies Cllr. M Snelson of events, invest in some signs and remind the parents every time.
1131. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
The Neighbourhood Highways team will be in the village for 3 days at the end of the month. The Clerk requested suggestions for work to be completed, the following were made:
Wooden visibility fencing at White Cross crossroads
Clearing the nettles by the telephone box on Six Ashes Road

Clearing the footpath / hedge undergrowth from the Red Lion to the school

Cllr. M Snelson offered to compile a list and forward it to the clerk

The following issues were also noted, however, do not fall under the remit of the above team. The Clerk agreed to report the various matters:-

· The “oncoming vehicles in the middle of the road” sign is at an angle when approaching from the Six Ashes end

· The Brantley Lane sign is still not in place

· There is a pot hole in the driveway of the Village Hall entrance

· Gullies
1132. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Village Hall
The hall had been hired by a local cycling club during September. The Chairman of the club had referred to an email from someone in Bobbington concerning cycling issues through the village. Mrs. J Tudor had agreed to contact him to clarify who the email was from, to ensure it was those in circulation from the Clerk and Cllr. Lewis.
Corbett School 
The storage shed is nearing completion; they are just waiting on the doors and shelving. The Autumn term has started well, with a full complement of teaching staff.

Church of the Holy Cross 
The Harvest festival will be held on 4 October 2015. The Harvest Supper will be at Blakelands on 5 October 2015.
1133. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no members of the public present.
1134. FINANCE
a. External Audit report
Grant Thornton have completed the audit report. No written comments were made.

b. Cheques

a. Clerk

Salary and expenses


£267.76

b. HMRC
Paye




£147.20

1135. PLANNING MATTERS
a. Received:

a. PA 15/00711/FUL - Change of use from licensed premises to two dwellings, Royal Oak Inn, Six Ashes Road, Halfpenny Green, DY7 5EJ – It was noted that full plans do not appear to be available on the SSC website. There were therefore, questions with respect to the entrance, exit and driveway. Cllr. McCardle agreed to make enquiries at SSC and liaise with the Chair, following which our response could be submitted.
b. Responded to:

c. Outcomes:

a. PA 14/00987/LUE – Use of existing land as garden land associated with and in conjunction with the existing dwelling house – 3 Forest Lane, Halfpenny Green DY7 5EB

b. PA 15/00121/FUL – Change of use from existing licensed premises; change of use from commercial use to residential use forming 3 new domestic dwellings with extensions – Marstons Inns and Taverns Royal Oak Inn, Six Ashes Road, Halfpenny Green DY7 5EJ - Approved subject to conditions

c. PA 15/00373/FUL – Proposed skylight in connection with works carried out under planning application 14/00679 - Grassmoor House, Gospel Ash Road, Bobbington DY7 5EF

1136. AIRFIELD MATTERS
Cllr. Mrs. Rees had participated in a virtual meeting of the Airport Consultative Committee, activity was slightly down, as were the number of complaints. Alistair Mackinnon had offered to attend a future Parish Council meeting to address any concerns of the Councillors.
1137. CORRESPONDENCE
South Staffordshire Council (SSC) Electors voting – register to vote, update 
on implementation

Blakelands fireworks 2/10/15 10pm
Staffordshire Police Crime statistics for Bobbington 1/8/15 to 23/9/15
Staffordshire Archives newsletter

SSC – Removal of unauthorised signs 

Neighbourhood development plans

SSC – Small Business Saturday

Staffordshire Playing Fields Association – Annual report and accounts 14/15 & subscriptions

Community Council of Staffordshire Voluntary car support

Police Crime Commissioners People Power fund

VAST – healthy aging in Staffordshire

Holy Cross Church – letter of thanks

Wickstead adult gyms

Cyan wooden furniture

VAST – Dates for your diary re training events

Staffordshire in the Great War
Scouting week – ideas for something within the community that makes a 
difference

South Staffordshire Parish Summit – 16 October 2015

Police Accountability Forum – 30 September 2015
Affordable Rural Housing – a practical guide for PC’s
Circulated by email prior to the meeting:-
South Staffordshire Community Voluntary Action Bulletin – 27/7/15 & 

20/8/15
AEF Summer Newsletter

SSC – Parish Summit, save the date 16/10/15

Staffordshire County Council (SCC) – Staffordshire in the Great War, 1 day 

event 3/10/15

SSC – Fly tipping – new system contact number 01902 696200

Gavin Williamson Newsletters 20/7/15 & 5/8/15

SSC Let’s work together 10/9/15 9-1:10

Community Council of Staffordshire – press release re SOS mentor scheme
South Staffordshire Business Hub August 2015 Newsletter

1138. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was reported that a static caravan in the field opposite White Cross Farm appears to have someone living in it. It was agreed that this was outside of the parish boundary.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 21 October 2015
Meeting Closed 9:25pm
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