Chairman’s Initials

Date: 


MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

held on Wednesday 21 September 2016 in the Jubilee room at Bobbington Village Hall at 7:30pm
PRESENT: 
Councillor: Mrs. J Humphries (Chairman) 


County Cllr Edwards




District Cllr McCardle 

Councillors: Mrs. I Rees, Mrs. J Stanton, M Snelson, W J Snelson and R 

Lewis
Michelle Shaker – CSW Co-ordinator, Staffordshire Police

Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 
9 Members of the public

1282. APOLOGIES: 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of Cllr. Mrs. L Jones.
1283. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

Cllr. W Snelson and Cllr. M Snelson declared interests in 1286b.
1284. MINUTES: 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 17 August 2016, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved.

1285. COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH

Michelle Shaker the Community Speedwatch co-ordinator for Staffordshire Police was welcomed by the Chairman. Michelle explained the theory behind Community speedwatch and informed those present about the associated costs, training and process. She passed a pack to the Clerk, which included further details. She then explained that last year, as a result of various Community Speedwatch schemes, 7,000 letters were sent to drivers recording speeding across Staffordshire. Various discussions followed between the Councillors and members of public present. 
It was agreed that some of the other measures to be considered will take time to put in place, whereas this could be actioned relatively quickly. The data collected could also be used to support the installation of other measures, finally the cost of the equipment has also reduced, so is no longer prohibitive.

A minimum of 3 and maximum of 9 people are needed. A show of hands indicated 5 members of the public present were interested in standing.

The Camera vans provided by the Safer Roads partnership were discussed. It was noted that when the vehicle last attended in rush hour (as previously requested) it was actually during school holidays and, therefore, the volume of traffic was considerably less. Michelle agreed to arrange for a further van to be despatched as requested. Enquiries were also to be made with respect to the authority needed for the van to park on land belonging to the Church and diocese. 
1286. MATTERS ARISING:
a. Tree Update (Brantley Lane / Crescent)
Nothing further had been received from South Staffordshire Housing Association (“SSHA”), South Staffordshire Council (“SSC”). Cllr. McCardle confirmed he hadn’t received any further updates. The Parish Council will submit a planning application to remove the tree. 
b. Affordable Housing
The public consultation had been well received with over 100 Parishioners attending. Cllr. M Snelson had emailed those still to comment to ensure all comments are submitted by the end of the week. It is anticipate that John Lancaster’s report will be available by the end of the month.
Several Parishioners have since complained that they were not aware of the events. It was explained that the events had been organised by South Staffordshire Housing Association, they had prepared posters which were placed on notice boards throughout the village, on the village website and on facebook. It was also noted that prior minutes and agendas referred to the events.
A question arose with respect to land adjacent to the Village Hall and why this had not been included in the sites recommended. It was explained that this site would more than likely be considered to be outside of the village curtilage. The owner explained that the site had been registered with the District Council, so he was surprised it had not been considered. Cllr. McCardle explained that registration would have been under a different scheme, i.e. a call for sites. No housing need had been identified in the local plan for Bobbington, hence the Council had not made any contact with the land owner to date.
Various discussions followed with respect to publication of the events, available site, the housing need identified through the questionnaire and allocation of the properties.

c. 30mph bin stickers

It is anticipated that all bin stickers will have been distributed along Six Ashes Road by the next meeting.
d. Speeding motorists, possible deterrents and Community speed watch
The Clerk has arranged for Mark Keeling, of Staffordshire Highways, to attend the meeting on 19 October 2016.
1287. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
Mark Keeling had responded to the query in relation to verge cutting, explaining that South Staffs District Council undertake urban grass cutting on behalf of the County Council and this is carried out eight times per year. The rural cuts are undertaken separately and are undertaken three times per year. Unfortunately due to constraints of given budgets, they are unable to consider increasing any frequencies of this type of operation.
It was reported that BT Open reach vans are still parking on the pavement opposite the telephone exchange, which is dangerous for people with young children and pushchairs who have little alternative than to use the road.
1288. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Village Hall
Cllr. Lewis stated the annual report for their Committee’s AGM was available and therefore, he would provide a copy for inclusion in these minutes, by way of the annual report due for the 2015-16 year end.
Corbett School 
31 children are currently on a residential activity course. Total pupil numbers are up to 105, representing the highest number of pupils for a long time. There is a waiting list as the school is currently full.
Cllr. M Snelson reported that he was still assisting Mrs. M Southall with the school field drainage issues. Following a neighbouring land owner’s refusal to put a drain across their land two other land owners have been approached, although one land owner has provisionally consented, the other has refused access. Alternative options will therefore, need to be considered, but these are limited.
Church of the Holy Cross 
A service to commemorate the Battle of Britain will be held at the Airfields and hosted by Halfpeny Green Airscouts. The Harvest Festival will be held in church on Sunday 2 October 2016, with the Harvest supper at Blakelands the following evening.
There has been a problem with the water supply in the Churchyard. A meeting is to be held with South Staffs water next week.

1289. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no further questions from the members of the public present.
1290. FINANCE
No financial matters to report.
1291. PLANNING MATTERS
a. Received 
a. PA 16/00817/FUL – Erection of Agricultural Building; Leaton Park Farm, Leaton Lane, Bobbington, DY7 5DE. A discussion was held with respect to the application submitted. After discussing various concerns, it was concluded that in principal there were no objections to the planning application, however, it was unclear as to why an office was required in the building, when such would normally be available within the tied house.
b. Responded to:
a. PA 16/00619/FUL – Change of use of existing domestic outbuilding to separate dwelling house; Brelades, Long Common, Claverley, WV5 7AX – Objections as inappropriate development within greenbelt i.e. development without special circumstances. The Councillors are concerned that it also represents as abuse of the planning process.
b. PA 16/00693/FUL – Proposed replacement dwelling; Orchard House, Tom Lane, Bobbington, DY7 5EN – No objection in principle to the demolition of the existing dwelling, however, there are concerns with respect to the proposed replacement dwelling, given the footprint is significantly greater than the existing dwelling and such disproportionate increase in sizes are not permitted in Greenbelt. There is also some concern as to the design of the proposed dwelling, which could be considered not to be in keeping with the surrounding area.
c. Outcomes: 
d. Enforcement: 
1292. AIRFIELD MATTERS
Cllr. Mrs Rees reported that one runway was currently out of service due to the condition of the tarmac, another had been downgraded, again due to the condition of the tarmac. However, activity levels are consistent. Only one building is currently unoccupied. Management are currently considering events to be held in 2017.

Six complaints had been received since the last meeting, one of which related to a plane outside the area. It is likely that a public consultation will be held with respect to the instrument approach equipment.

Questions were raised with respect to the antique centre and the permissions given by the District Council, as the business was not airfield / aircraft related. Cllr. McCardle agreed to make further enquiries.
1293. CORRESPONDENCE
South Staffordshire Council (SSC) – Connect Service – contract re-commissioned 

post 9/2016
Staffordshire County Council (SCC) Highway Infrastructure Asset Management 

Plan Consultation
SCC Pothole update 19/9/16; 12/9/16

Hayley Dorrington; Warden at Highgate Common re AED defibrillator – it was understood that Enville Golf club have a defibrillator.
SSC Further information on the removal of recycling banks / pods

SSC Dog fouling packs

SSC New Tesco bags of help grant

Police Crime report – a number of burglaries have been incurred.
Circulated by email prior to the meeting:-

VAST newsletter – 9/9/16; 26/8/16
SSCVA e-bulletin – 9/9/16; 26/8/16

South Staffordshire Council (SSC) – Let’s work together 23/8/16
Gavin Williamson – 7/9/16

1294. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Councillors were thanked for their involvement in the Affordable Housing consultation. Cllr. M Snelson’s involvement throughout was commended.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 19 October 2016
Meeting Closed 
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