Chairman’s Initials

Date: 


MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Wednesday 17 August 2011 at Gospel Ash Methodist Church  at 7:30pm
PRESENT: 
Councillor: T Rees (Chairman) 
Councillors: D Kimbley, W Snelson, Mrs. J Tudor, Mrs. J Humphries, S Homer
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 
Bill Hayhurst
604. APOLOGIES: 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of Cllr. Mrs. Jones and County Cllr. Edwards.
605. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
There were no declarations of interest.
606. MINUTES: 

Prior to the minutes being resolved, a query was raised by Cllr. Mrs. Tudor in respect of the request to site bollards on the central reservation outside the post office as discussed at the last meeting. A long discussion followed in respect of the various issues concerning collapsible and permanent bollards. It was concluded that we should continue with the current enquiry, as the County Council would be responsible for the ultimate decision.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 20 July 2011, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved. 
607. MATTERS ARISING:
Speeding Issues: Gospel Ash Road
The Chairman reported that he, Cllr. Kimbley and Cllr. Mrs. Humphries had met with Mr. David Wright and Mr. John Parker of Highways the previous week.
Mr. Wright had explained that since their last visit, new rules had been introduced which permitted more latitude. As a result they may be able to take more action now. They will take the results of the site meeting and various surveys, match these to the criteria and produce a proposal. If they are able to make any changes, it is likely that these will take effect in early 2012.

He went on to explain that the proposals would carry more weight if supported by various organisations. The Chairman confirmed that he was aware the Parish Council already had the support of County Cllr. Edwards and the police.

Further to the last meeting Melanie Langdown had submitted various statistics in respect of the enforcement vehicle visits and speed surveys, these were circulated for all Councillors to review.

Cllr. Homer reported that speeding vehicles had been discussed at the recent Highgate Common management plan consultation group meeting.
Planning /enforcement issues
Leaton Park - 
This matter had been reported to the District Council by Dudley MBC. The Enforcement team, are following up the complaint received. Access could not be gained to the property and therefore a letter will be sent to the owners.
51 Six Ashes – A site visit did not highlight any cars for sale. The enforcement officers have since spoken to the owner who explained they were family cars. They were informed of the law in respect to selling vehicles
Yew Tree Farm – The Enforcement officers visited the premises. The bricks are for an ornamental garden feature.
Blakelands – To be followed up.
Bishops Yards – To be followed up.
Pavements Gospel Ash Road
No further correspondence has been received. It was reported that the hedges along this stretch of road were also overgrown. It was however acknowledged that they cannot be cut at the current time, unless a danger to road users.
Bollards

No further discussion took place – see comments above.

Yellow lines

Whilst on the Highway site visit, David Wright had stated that the yellow lines are a Statutory Act of Parliament. They would still be required around the crash gates, however he would make enquiries at the airfield. It may however, take up to 6 years to make a change.
Census statistics

The Clerk reported having spoken to Phil Hardy at South Staffordshire Council as the 2011 Census results will not be published until the Summer of 2012. Phil suggested contacting the County Council for the information required.
OWL

Mr. Bill Hayhurst had kindly attended the meeting to further explain OWL and its presence in the village. The set up and purpose were explained. It was agreed that the Councillors not already registered would join. They would also encourage neighbours and friends to register. Bill has registration forms for completion should anyone require these.
Clerks Salary

It was suggested that the annual increase be based on the CPI rate in January, with the increase being effective from March each year. As no increase had been given in the last two years, the clerk was asked to research the rates for January 2009, 2010 and 2011 for agreement at the next meeting.

608. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
It was reported that the hedge adjacent to the Builders Yard on Six Ashes Road is overgrown. Cllr. Mrs. Tudor agreed to mention this to the Jordan family.
609. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Highgate Common – Cllr. Homer reported that he had attended a further meeting of the management plan consultation group. Various maps had been reviewed to determine how to improve specific areas.
Holy Cross Church – Cllr. Mrs. Humphries reported that the Pimms and Strawberry afternoon in aid of church funds had been well received. It was agreed a letter should be sent to Mr. and Mrs. Taylor who hosted the event. 

It is understood approx. 10 people recently attended the Churchyard in the early hours of the morning, carrying flaming torches, presumably celebrating a festival.
610. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions.
611. FINANCE
Cheques – The following cheques were proposed by Cllr. Snelson and seconded by Cllr. Kimbley.
a. Gospel Ash Methodist Church - In lieu of room hire
£20.00
b. Audit Commission – External audit fee


£60.00
c. South Staffordshire Council – Election expenses

£46.13
d. Clerks Salary 


Deferred to next meeting
612. PLANNING MATTERS
Received:  
PA/11/00314/OUT Builders Yard, Six Ashes Road, Bobbington – Proposal for a dwelling - objection
Outcomes: 

APP/C3430/A/11/2144830 Bobbington House – Appeal dismissed
613. AIRFIELD MATTERS
Nothing to report
614. CORRESPONDENCE
Planning lists 15/7/11, 22/7/11
South Staffordshire Council (SSC) Regulatory Committee additional comments 
26/7/11

MP Surgeries – 20/8/11 Kinver & Wombourne
SSC Allotment Strategy

Community Council of Staffordshire – introduction to the village agent for older 
persons

SSC Community Group course – Young/Old, how to bring generations together 
21/9/11 9.45am – 4pm

Locality Forum meetings 

SSC Planning training 29/9/11 and 5/10/11 – 2 representatives can attend – 
elected Cllr. Mrs. Humphries and Cllr. Homer

SSC Change of name of local area
Standards committee invitation to join the committee

Memorials query – consultation email

Brian Wilding e-mail re dangerous trees reported – Cllr. Snelson to pass on 

Core Strategy documents – request to reuse original paperwork


Holy Cross Church – letter of thanks re donation


Buzz 2011
Engaging Community Staffordshire - people led
RHS “In Bloom”
615. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman reported on developments with respect to Broadband in small villages following the announcement that additional funding would be made available.
It was reported that Linda from Haven Nurseries had retired

A sighting of gypsies had been reported to District Cllr. McCardle, who immediately notified the relevant authorities at the District Council.

The Chairman proposed and it was agreed that the November meeting be adjourned to the 30 November 2011. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   19 October 2011   


Meeting Closed 9.30pm.
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