MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Wednesday 20 January 2010 at Gospel Ash Methodist Church room
 PRESENT:    Councillor: T Rees (Chairman)
                        Councillors: D Kimbley, Mrs. J Humphries, S Homer, Mrs. J Tudor
Karin Hampton – School representative, Jeff Sim –Warden at Highgate Common
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 
 358.         APOLOGIES: 
Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of Cllr. Mrs. L Jones and Cllr. Snelson. 
359.          DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
Cllr. Mrs. Humphries declared an interest in relation to point 368 (b) (a). 
360.          MINUTES: 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 18 November 2009, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
361.          MATTERS ARISING:
a.      BT Red phone Box, Halfpenny Green
BT had e-mailed confirming that the phone box would stay in use for the time being. However, due to the low usage, it may be removed in the future.
b.      Dog litter bins
A bin is to be sited behind the Post Office. Cllr. Mrs. Tudor confirmed that this had been erected.
c.       Gospel Ash Road – speed / safety issues
Staffordshire Police have passed our letter to Chief Superintendant Baker, Divisional Commander of Chase Division to address the issues raised, we await his response.
Highways have responded stating they wish to await the accident reports prior to meeting the Parish Council on site. They have however commissioned a data traffic count in the meantime. They will be in touch in the near future to take the matter forward.
d.      Parishioner Questionnaire
The examples had been forwarded to the team at Gospel Ash Methodist Church. They will have a look at these and respond by the next meeting. 
362.          Jeff Sim- Highgate Common Warden
Jeff, from the Wildlife Trust gave a presentation on Highgate Common which was taken over from Staffordshire County Council in April 2009. Jeff, who previously worked at a nature reserve in Stafford, moved to Highgate Common in the summer of 2009. He or his assistant, Katherine, are on site 6 days a week. The wildlife Trust is a charity funded by members, corporate members, volunteers, sponsorship, grants and fundraising. The visitor centre is open 6 days a week from 9am-4pm. It includes a room which can be used for meetings. 
The wildlife trust aim to protect and promote wild places in Staffordshire. Highgate Common is the third largest nature reserve in Staffordshire. It is special because it is an area of Lowland Heath (the rarest habitat), it has a microclimate and dry, open, sandy, acidic, poor soils, these are particularly important to wildlife. 
Lowland Heath areas are under threat. Highgate Common has been declared a Site of Special Science Interest (SSSI) for various reasons including the glowworms and solitary bees and wasps. 
Volunteers are welcomed every Tuesday and Thursday from 10am-3pm, to assist with projects such as clearing sapling trees which are threatening heather and habitat. 
In 2010 they hope to improve the car parks, put in more bins and dog bins, work with local schools to provide education to children, hold family days, guided walks, engage volunteer wardens and develop a newsletter and the website. 
Jeff can be contacted on 01384 221798 or j.sim@staffs-wildlife.org.uk. 
363.          HIGHWAY MATTERS 
The airport manager responded to the clerks request for the debris to be cleared along Watery Lane and Gospel Ash Road. He will speak to the farmer doing the work. 
Cllr. Mrs. Tudor reported that Highways had still not contacted Mr. Fowler in respect of the flooding around the Royal Oak. The clerk will contact Highways again. 
Cllr. Kimbley raised a question about grit bins. During the bad weather in January an articulated lorry had been stuck along Six Ashes Road. There are no known grit bins in the village. The Clerk agreed to speak to Highways.  
364.          REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Holy Cross Church – Cllr. Mrs. Humphries reported that the position for Vicar of Bobbington and Trysull is to be advertised again this month. 
365.          PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
No members of the public were present. 
366.          BOBBINGTON WEBSITE
Andy had contacted Cllr. Kimbley with a proposal to separate the Bobbington website from his own and change the host to a larger, more reliable company. This would incur an annual hosting fee of £25. Andy will continue to act as web master. It was agreed that this would be beneficial to the Parish Council. Further details to be obtained and a cheque raised at the next meeting. 
367.          FINANCE
a.      Precept 2010/11
The Clerk presented the budget and actual figures to December 2010. It was agreed that the precept requirement for 2010/11 was £4,000. This represents a reduction of 4.76%.
b.      Cheques
The following payments were proposed by Cllr. Kimbley and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Humphries.
a) Corbett Primary School – room hire                                   £10.00
b) Citizens Advice Bureau – s137                                          £50.00            
368.          PLANNING MATTERS
a.       Yew Tree Farm – The clerk had contacted Lucy MacDonald in respect of the building erected at Yew Tree Farm over the New Year period. No response has been received to date.
b.      Received and responded to:-
a.       09/00846/FUL Extension to existing cafe, Halfpenny Green Vineyards, Tom Lane, Bobbington, Stourbridge, DY7 5EP – no objection
b.      09/00890/FUL Leaton Park Farm, Leaton Lane, Bobbington DY7 5DE – Erection of 2 agricultural buildings and extension to farmyard hard standing – no objection
c.       Outcomes: 
a.       09/00670/FUL Erection of 2.4m high perimeter fence, Central Counties Air Operation, 40 Ruth Silk Way, Bobbington, DY7 5DY - approved
b.      09/00742/COU Conversion of an existing agricultural building to agricultural worker’s dwelling, Broadfields Farm, Lutley Lane, Bobbington DY7 5DJ - approved 
The Clerk suggested, and it was agreed, that in future planning application details would be e-mailed to all Councillors so that plans can be viewed online via South Staffordshire Council’s website. Councillors’ responses should be e-mailed to the Clerk rather than written on the plans passed around. Where timing is restricted the plans will be left at the Post Office for Councillors to view. 
369.          AIRFIELD MATTERS
Cllr. Kimbley reported on the December Consultative Committee meeting.  
Movements are down on the previous year which management believe is partly due to the weather and economy. Hangers are fully utilised and there is a waiting list in place. They were disappointed to be unable to provide accommodation for those formerly housed at Coventry airport.  
Market attendance decreased prior to Christmas. An application has been made for Sunday markets, this is only a temporary application as there are plans for the land. 
There had been a delay with the hedge cutting due to the wrong equipment, however this was now progressing. No complaints had been received since the last meeting. 
The jet engine testing was raised. Mr. Mackinnen stated they were still trying to establish the best site for the testing. He informed the meeting there were two large jets currently based at the airport. 
The next Consultative Committee meeting will be a virtual one. Alastair Mackinnen had offered to attend a Parish Council meeting, the Clerk agreed to invite him to the February meeting. 
Cllr. Kimbley also reported that WAAG had held a meeting with South Staffordshire Council. They were advised that legal advice had not been taken until December 2009. They were still deciding how to react in relation to the withdrawal of the CLEUD application. 
The Clerk was asked to write to the Chief Executive of South Staffordshire Council raising the Parish Councils concerns. 
370.          CORRESPONDENCE
Steve Winterflood re War Memorials, maintenance repair and protection – penalties for vandalism
Mrs. H Diffy – details of groups etc for her parenting magazine
Staffordshire County Council (SCC) – Gritting schedule
South Staffordshire Council (SSC) – Updating and Screening report 2009 for air quality consultation
Village Hall committee – Letter of thanks 
The Chairman conveyed thanks to Cllr. Mrs. Tudor on behalf of the Parish Council He stated they were delighted she had joined the committee and had continued to perform her duties in such a good manner.
Sir Patrick Cormack – not standing at next election, requesting details of Parish events
SSC Sport in the Community Brochure
SSC Shaping a sustainable future for South Staffordshire Annual monitoring report 2008/9
            Best Kept Village Competition 2010
            AEF AGM and accounts
            SSC Overview and Scrutiny Committee 12/1/2010
            Rekk.co.uk
            Staffordshire Parish Councils Association (SPCA) Training Jan / Feb
            South Staffordshire Housing Association – News Extra
            SSC Pest Control
            SSC Executive Meeting 1/12/2009
            SSC Executive Meeting 3/12/2009
            SSC Direct and Support Services Scrutiny Panel 13/12/2009
            SSC Regulatory Committee 24/11/2009 Additional Comments
            SSC Regulatory Committee 15/12/2009
            SPCA – Newsletter December 2009
            Fresh air fitness – outdoor exercise equipment
            SSC Parish Summit 2009
            South Staffordshire NHS Primary Care Trust- Awareness raising campaign A&E real emergencies
            SSC Minutes of Council and reports to Special council meeting 15/1/2009
            SSC Regulatory Committee 15/12/2009 Additional comments
            SSC Regulatory Committee 5/1/2010
Citizens Advice Bureau – requesting contribution towards costs – A donation of £50 was agreed in respect of the good work they are performing in the current economic climate.
            SCC Highways –improving the way we work with local committees
            Planning Applications 18/12/2009; 25/12/2009
            SSC Review of Electoral Year 2009
            SSC Overview and Scrutiny Committee 19/1/2010
            Joint meeting of the Audit and overview and scrutiny committee 19/1/2010 
371.          ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   17 February 2010 – at Corbett Primary School 
Meeting Closed 9.15pm
