MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Wednesday 15 July 2009 at Gospel Ash Methodist Church room.
 PRESENT:    Councillor: T Rees (Chairman)
Councillors: D Kimbley, Mrs. J Humphries, W J Snelson, Mrs. J Tudor, Mrs. L Jones, S Homer
                        Karin Hampton – School Representative
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 
308.         APOLOGIES: 
Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of County Cllr. Edwards. 
309.          DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
Cllr. Homer declared an interest in 316a PA/09/00498/FUL 
310.          MINUTES: 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 17 June 2009, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
311.          MATTERS ARISING:
a.      Hedges in Watery Lane
Given the airport had not responded to the letter or cut the hedges, the Clerk had written to Highways, no response had been received. 
b.   Memorial Cllr. Dawn Kellett and Frank Kellett
The Clerk reported on the plaque on the bench for the parents of Cllr. and Mr. Kellett. The Chairman had pictures of example plaques from England Signs. It was agreed the Chairman would visit the church and look at the plaque, it was suggested that Wombourne funerals may be able to assist. The following wording was agreed:-
            “In memory of Cllr. Dawn Kellett and her husband Frank Kellett.”  Bobbington Parish Council  2009”
d.      Risk Assessment Policy Reviw
All councillors had reviewed the policy. It was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Tudor and seconded by Cllr. Kimbley that the policy remain unchanged. All Councillors were in agreement. 
312.          HIGHWAY MATTERS 
Cllr. Snelson raised concerns over the potholes along Tom Lane. Cars are driving round the holes, creating a hazard to oncoming vehicles. 
Cllr. Mrs. Tudor reported that the edges of the road along the Million forest, Enville were breaking away.  
Cllr. Kimbley suggested these issues be reported to Clarence either online or by telephone (0800 232323). Problems can also be e-mailed to clarence@staffordshire.gov.uk. 
It was noted that the Highway maintenance crews had been seen in the village. 
Cllr. Mrs. Tudor had been contacted with respect to the overgrown hedges at White Cross Crossroads. It was noted that these hedges adjoin land currently for sale. It is unlikely they will be cut prior to sale. Cllr. Mrs. Tudor agreed to mention the problem to John Viney, who is connected to the land. 
313.          REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Corbett School: Karin Hampton reported that work had commenced on the new classroom and was progressing well.
Village Hall: Cllr. Mrs. Tudor reported that the inside of the hall is being painted. The fire doors have been done. A new cleaner has been employed.
Church: Cllr. Mrs. Humphries reported that an application had been received for the Bobbington and Trysull position, the interview is to be held next week. 
314.          PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
No members of the public were present. 
315.          FINANCE
The following payments were proposed by Cllr. Snelson and seconded by Cllr. Kimbley.
a) Petty Cash – Clerk                                                              £8.96
b) Clerks Salary and expenses                                             £377.76
c) Gift for internal auditor                                                         £9.99
            The chairman had purchased and donated a frame for the Civic Award certificate. 
316.          PLANNING MATTERS
a) Received:    
- 09/00438/LBC Bobbington House, Six Ashes Road, Bobbington, Internal Alterations – It was agreed to leave this decision to South Staffordshire Council. The alterations are internal, therefore will not affect the look of the building, they will also be subject to listed building regulations.
- PA 09/00498/FUL Kedesh, Gospel Ash Road, Bobbington, Stourbridge DY7 5ED; Conservatory. Cllr. Homer briefly explained the application, then left the room. The Clerk was asked to write stating that although the Parish Council was sympathetic to the applicant and its intended use, the property had already extended considerably. The Parish Council would support the decision of South Staffordshire Council in this matter.
b) Responded to:
- 09/00384/FUL Halfpenny Green Golf Club – Objection on the grounds of light pollution, confusion with airport landing lights and inappropriate development within green belt.      
c) Withdrawn 
– 09/00353/FUL The Six Ashes Inn, Six Ashes, Bridgnorth, WV15 6EJ – Single storey extension
d) Outcomes: None 
317.          AIRFIELD MATTERS
Notification had been received that the CLEUD application had been withdrawn. The Clerk had written to Sarah Poxon, to establish if any action was to be taken. Advice has been sought from AEF. 
Cllr. Snelson had attended the Consultative meeting. The Chairman was from the Dudley and Black Country Chamber of Commerce. Landing and take off figures were provided, which were lower than the previous figures. Cllr. Snelson asked whether flights outside of the control tower hours were recorded, the airport believed there weren’t any. They were unsure if there was a system to record such flights. Cllr. Snelson also asked how complaints should be reported. The advice was to call the office, if closed, an answer phone message should be left. 
318.          CORRESPONDENCE
            -Staffordshire Public Transport Map June 2009
- South Staffordshire Housing Association News Extra Summer 2009
- SSC Regulatory Committee Post agenda items 23/6/2009
- Community Council of Staffordshire Membership
- Staffordshire Police Safer Staffordshire Summer 2009
- South Staffordshire Dog Fouling
- Blakelands – Fireworks 22/8/2009
- South Staffordshire Council Audit Committee 30/6/2009
- South Staffordshire Council Joint meetings Audit Committee and Standards Committee
- South Staffordshire Council Overview and Scrutiny Committee
- West Midlands Regional Assembly Phase Three revision options consultation 23/6/2009
- J Parker Wholesale Catalogue – Bulbs
- AEF response to Emergency Appeal for donations
- Society of Local Council Clerks Course 27/7/09
- South Staffordshire Council Regulatory Committee 14/7/2009
- South Staffordshire Council Minutes and reports 14/7/2009
- Bill Hayhurst – Thank you for gift and agreement to continue as internal auditor
- South Staffordshire Council Tourism News – Summer Edition
- Shropshire Council phone box Six Ashes – objections
- South Staffordshire Council Licensing Committee 21/7/2009 
319.          ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The Clerk reported that Sergeant Howell had stated there would be increased flying of the Police helicopter on the weekends of the 15/16 August and 18/19 September 2009. 
The Clerk requested details of anyone attending the Gospel Ash Methodist Church exhibition, as the minister for the church had been in contact. Members of the church would be glad to see anyone able to attend. 
The Chairman reported that he had attended the school assembly that morning and presented the certificate and cheque to Mrs. Southall and her staff. It had been suggested that members of the school council may like to attend a Parish Council meeting in the future. Pupils already visit the District Council offices. 
Cllr. Mrs. Humphries reported that Alan Robins had contacted her in respect of the trees on the way into the village which require pruning. Cllr. Mrs. Humphries agreed to speak to Mark Overton to obtain his advice and a quote for any work required. Given there would be no meeting in August, Cllr. Mrs. Humphries was advised to proceed with the work if happy with the information received. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   16 September 2009. 
Meeting Closed 8.40pm
