Chairman’s Initials

Date: 


MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Wednesday 17 July 2013 at Gospel Ash Methodist Church Room at 7:30pm
PRESENT: 
Councillor: T Rees (Chairman) 


County Cllr. B Edwards
Councillors: W Snelson, D Kimbley, S Homer, Mrs. J Humphries, Mrs. L Jones and Mrs. J Tudor
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 
Roger Lewis – Secretary Bobbington Village Hall Committee (part of meeting) 



And 7 members of the public 
851. APOLOGIES: 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of District Councillor: R McCardle.
852. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

Cllr. Mrs. Tudor declared an interest in 854.
853. MINUTES: 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 19 June 2013, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved.
854. BOBBINGTON VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION UPDATE

The Chairman had invited Mr. Roger Lewis from the Village Hall Committee to provide an update to those present.
Roger confirmed that the grant application had been successful and a minimum of £4,000 (23%) is to be donated, this could be increased to 50% of the cost if necessary. An application is to be made to County Cllr. B Edwards for £3,000, although it is anticipated £1,000 will be received. Based on the monies secured it is unlikely that a donation will be required from the Parish Council.

The planning application is to be submitted imminently. The storage container at the rear of the hall will be removed in the coming weeks and the contractor is on stand-by. It is anticipated that work will commence mid-September. Although there will be some disruption to the Village Hall, it is anticipated that this will be minimal, as most work will take place outside.
The contractor’s price excludes flooring and furniture. Roger queried whether the furniture from the Methodist Church could be purchased.

The Committee members have also agreed that the grass area at the rear of the Hall can be made into a forest school area for the school

Cllr. Snelson informed the meeting, that he had suggested a gateway be added to the hedge on the perimeter of the school playing fields, to permit parents to drop children off there as opposed to on the road outside the school.

855. MATTERS ARISING:
a. B4176 signage. 

Simon Griffiths, Staffordshire Highways, had forwarded our comments to the traffic management officer, who stated that such problems were due to the use of SatNavs.
In respect of this specific site, she commented that there was an advance directional sign and a sign at the right hand turn, if drivers ignored these to take a short cut, no signage would solve the problem.

In respect of carriageway marking, this can be slippery in certain conditions, especially to bike users, therefore they would not be looking to do this. She agreed to continue to monitor the situation.

A brief discussion followed, resulting in the Clerk being asked to respond, stating the route wasn’t been used as a short cut, as lorries were dangerously turning around to go back to the B4176. It was suggested that an “unsuitable for HGV’s” sign be erected and the foliage around the existing signs be cut.

b. Affordable Housing Survey

The Chairman reported that the matter had been discussed between members of the Parish Council, however, no decision had been made to date. A discussion followed in respect of several points raised and explained at the last meeting by the professionals present. 
Several comments and questions were raised by the public present. It was also noted that a survey had been carried out on the land, which had first triggered the need for knowledge in respect of Affordable Housing. It was agreed that a planning application could still be made to the District Council in respect of this land, however, it would unlikely to be affordable housing if so.
c. 20mph speed restrictions
The Chairman confirmed that Melanie Langdown had contacted him in respect of seeking permission for the speed enforcement vehicle to be parked on the Village Hall land.
This was mentioned to one of the committee members present, who implied it should not be a problem. Following the meeting, it was confirmed that the committee would need to discuss the request before commenting.
Cllr. Edwards confirmed that he had already requested the “20 is Plenty” campaign return to Bobbington for a school term.

The Chairman had spoken to Gavin Williamson MP, who agreed to support any proposals to reduce the speed. He had suggested speed humps. It was commented that these were being removed from other villages. Concern was also raised as to the noise they create, especially when vans / lorries, tractors drive over them.

The Chairman agreed to contact Wombourne’s Parish Clerk, to see what effect the humps had on the primary school there.

Various options (e.g. SIDs, speed humps, gateways, chicanes) considered several years ago, (at which time the costs were prohibitive), were discussed in further detail.
d. BT Telephone box
An email had been received to state that a full clean had been requested.
It was agreed that the box had been cleaned, however, the phone appeared not to be working
856. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
Simon Griffiths had agreed to meet the Chairman on site to review the ditches along Gospel Ash Road.
Steve Dores, South Staffordshire Council, had reported the tree along Six Ashes Road to Highways, this being the procedure where a tree is overhanging the Highway and could cause danger to vehicles.
Simon Griffiths had also confirmed that the black and white verge marker posts have been raised as a job for the Neighbourhood Highway Team in due course and South Staffordshire Council have been requested to re-set the Brantley Lane sign.

Cllr. Mrs. Jones reported that the hedge and undergrowth along the pavement to the school is overgrown. Cllr. Snelson agreed to speak to his team.
857. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Village Hall – Nothing further to report
Corbett School – Nothing to report

Church of the Holy Cross – If anyone has any information for the “Bobbington Brief” they should let a member of the PCC know.
858. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A further discussion on speeding was held.
859. FINANCE
a. Cheques 

The following cheques were proposed by Cllr. Snelson and seconded by Cllr. Kimbley.
i. Gospel Ash Methodist Church  In lieu of room hire   
£10.00 
860. PLANNING MATTERS
a. Received: 
b. Responded to:  
a. PA 13/00450/VAR Variation of condition two of 568/79 to allow inclusion of dog breeding in agricultural occupancy condition, Leaton Park Farm, Leaton Lane, Bobbington DY7 5DE - objection

b. PA 13/00449/VAR Change of use of part of site to dog-breeding and extension of existing kennel building, Leaton Park Farm, Leaton Lane, Bobbington DY7 5DE – no objection
c. Outcomes: 
861. AIRFIELD MATTERS
No matters to report.
862. CORRESPONDENCE
Communities, Councils and Clerks – July 2013
Stroke Association Resolution Run 2013 6/10/13, Stoke-on-Trent

J Parkers catalogue

Flying Green July 2013, mid-year review

Blakelands Fireworks 3/8/13 (9:30pm) 23/11/13 (8:30pm)

Community Council of Staffordshire – membership reminder

I54 Update

Crime and Antisocial report June 2013

Buzz Summer 2013

Simon Griffiths, Highways – examples of work completed by Neighbourhood Highway team for future reference

Flying Green July 2013

Steve Dores, South Staffordshire Council – Tree on Six Ashes Road
863. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 11 September 2013, 7:30pm Venue Corbett School
Meeting Closed 8:50pm.
Following the meeting, the Affordable Housing survey was discussed. The meeting concluded that a survey should be performed.
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