MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Wednesday 17 June 2009 at Gospel Ash Methodist Church room. 
PRESENT:    Councillor: T Rees (Chairman)
                        Councillors: D Kimbley, Mrs. J Humphries, W J Snelson
                        Karin Hampton – School Representative
Stephen Homer – Prospective Parish Councillor
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council
 294      APOLOGIES: 
Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of County Cllr. Edwards, District Cllr McCardle, Cllr. Mrs. Tudor and Cllr. Mrs. Louise Jones 
295      DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
The Chairman declared an interest in 291 - the potential co-option of Mr. Homer. 
296      MINUTES: 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 20 May 2009, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
297      MATTERS ARISING:
It was reported that PCSO Tim Woodley, who attended the last meeting had been attacked whilst on duty. The Clerk was asked to send a Get Well card.
a.      303 - Staffordshire and West Mercia Air Support Unit Visit
The Clerk reported that an evening had been arranged through Sergeant Howell for the 24 June. Sergeant Howell also advised that there would be increased air traffic over the next few weeks due to the damage to the helicopter sited in Birmingham. The unit in Bobbington has been selected to provide cover for both areas, additional staff will be brought in from Birmingham.  
b.   284 - Hedges in Watery Lane
The Clerk had written to the airport, no response had been received. It was agreed that if no response was received or action taken by the next meeting, the matter would be reported to Highways.
d.      292 Memorial Mr. & Mrs. Kellet
It was agreed that a plaque be placed on the pear tree bench. To state; “In memory of Cllr. Dawn Kellett and Frank Kellett”. The material for the plaque needs to be decided. It was agreed that ideally it should match the other plaque on the bench. 
298      HIGHWAY MATTERS
It was reported that there were a number of holes around the edges of roads throughout the parish, those along Gospel Ash Road had still not been repaired. 
299      REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Corbett School: The police helicopter landed in the school field, the children had not been told in advance. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed it. The tenders for the extension work have been opened, with one being accepted in principal. The work should start prior to the end of term.
Church: There have been no further developments, the proposed plan to merge Trysull and Bobbington is proceeding. 
300      PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no questions from members of the public.    
301      ANNUAL CHURCHYARD MAINTENANCE GRANT
It was proposed by Cllr. Snelson that the grant be increased to £800 for 2009/10, this was seconded by Cllr. Kimbley. 
302      FINANCE
The following payments were proposed by Cllr. Snelson and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Humphries.
- Corbett Primary School – Civic Award                                                 £50.00
      - Annual Churchyard maintenance grant                                                  £800.00 
303      PLANNING MATTERS
a) Received:
            - 09/00384/FUL Halfpenny Green Golf Club – The Clerk was asked to object to this application on the grounds of light pollution, confusion with airport landing lights and intrusion on green belt.
            - APP/C3430/A/09/2105865/WF Appeal Bobbington House – There were no additional comments to be made. 
b) Received and Responded to:
- 09/00353/FUL The Six Ashes Inn – Single Storey Extension – No objection
- 09/00367/FUL New Kartar Farm – Erection of a 30m x 15.2m Barn – Objection due to height, limit to same height as adjacent barn.
c) Withdrawn – 08/00427/LUE Wolverhampton Business Airport, Certificate of existing lawful use of the whole airfield by jet-propelled aircraft – see airport matters
d) Outcomes:   - 09/00152/FUL Meadow View Cottage, Six Ashes Road - refused
 
304  AIRFIELD MATTERS
a.       It was noted that an executive jet took off at 5.15pm on the day of the meeting.
b.      Cllr. Kimbley reported that he had attended the RSS Examination in public at the Molineaux. A good case was made to change the words back to the original wording, the Inspector took notes, will have to wait and see when published.
c.       The Certificate of existing lawful use has been withdrawn, this is assumed to be due to the conditions being too tight. The Clerk has sought advice from AEF on behalf of the Parish Council. WAAG have been advised that South Staffordshire Council is considering consulting counsel. The clerk was asked to liaise with Cllr. Kimbley to produce a letter to the District Council stating the Parish Council felt strongly about enforcement action. 
Cllr. Kimbley took over as chair of the meeting. 
305      VACANCY FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR
Mr. Homer gave a brief resume of his achievements and interests. Cllr.Kimbley explained the role of the Parish Councillor, following which he proposed that the Council co-opt Mr. Homer. This was seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Humphries. 
            The Chairman resumed control. 
306      CORRESPONDENCE
            - Letter from Steve Winterflood thanking BPC for their letter
            - AEF – Letter of thanks for donation
            - Shropshire Council re payphone at Six Ashes
            - SSC Executive Meeting 2/6/09
            - SSC Regulatory Meeting 2/6/09
            - SSC Audit Committee 2/6/09
            - SSC Community and Environmental Services Scrutiny Panel 28/5/09
            - Buzz Summer 2009 Newsletter
            - CAST Project Buzz Supplement Summer 2009
            - Summer Sussed 2009 Activity details
            - SSC Application to vary premises licence – Six Ashes Inn
            - SSC Minutes of Council
            - SSC Regulatory Committee additional comments 2/6/2009
            - Gospel Ash Methodist Church invite 18/19 July 2009
            - BSG Solutions- Notice Boards
            - Countryside Events June 2009
            - Childrens and Young Peoples conference 24 June
            - Child Safety Week 22-28 June 2009
            - SPCA Newsletter
            - SPCA Training courses
            - SSC Regulatory Committee 23/6/2009            
307      ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Flowering tubs - Cllr. Mrs. Humphries reported that Linda at Haven Nurseries had donated the plants for the tub outside the post office, Ann and Kevin Astley had planted them. The Chairman reported that Isobel Rees had offered to look after the arrangement by Blacklands. Bert Salt had been watering those by the church. Cllr. Mrs. Humphries will speak to Mr. Salt to see if he wishes to look after them in the future on behalf of the PCC. 
The Clerk reported that Mr. Hayhurst had completed the annual internal audit, he had requested sight of the Insurance Policy and Risk Management Statement. It was agreed that the Clerk would send a copy of the Risk Management Statement with the next agenda, so that the policy could be reviewed. 
The Clerk had received a call from Mr. Grier, who had been referred by the County Council. He wished to place a bench on Highgate Common in memory of a friend who had recently passed away. It was agreed that Highgate Common was outside of the Parish, the clerk agreed to call Debbie Baker at Enville, alternatively Natural England may be of assistance. 
It was reported that the former toilet block on Highgate Common is to be made into a Wardens Office and Visitor Centre. 
The Chairman reported that he would be presenting the Civic Award at Corbett School on 15 July 2009. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   15 June 2009. 
Meeting Closed 8.35pm
