Chairman’s Initials

Date: 


MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Wednesday 19 June 2013 at Corbett School at 7:30pm
PRESENT: 
Councillor: T Rees (Chairman) 


District Councillor: R McCardle
Councillors: W Snelson, D Kimbley, Mrs. J Humphries, Mrs. L Jones and Mrs. J Tudor
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 

Andrew Lindop - Housing Strategy & Regeneration Officer at South 
Staffordshire Council
John Lancaster - Rural Housing Enabler, 

Charlie Riley - Development Manager at South Staffordshire Housing 

Association



And 1 member of the public - Paul Simpson

838. APOLOGIES: 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of Cllr. S Homer and County Cllr. B Edwards.
839. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

Cllr. Mrs. Humphries declared an interest in 846b and 847b a & b. Cllr. Snelson declared interests in 847a a&b and 847b a&b. Cllr. Kimbley declared an interest in 842.
840. MINUTES: 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 8 May 2013, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved.
841. MATTERS ARISING:
a. B4176 signage. 

No update had been received.
b. Halfpenny Green Vineyards perimeter
The Chairman confirmed that he had spoken with Martin Vickers, following which a letter had been sent by the Clerk. Martin has responded to state that they had been planning to form a natural barrier, to prevent unauthorized access, with the soil etc not needed elsewhere – however they will review this and tidy the area up.
842. Affordable Housing Survey 
Andrew Lindop introduced himself, John Lancaster and Charlie Riley. He explained that he worked with Grant Mitchell and could answer any questions that had arisen since the last meeting with the District Council. 
John and Charlie explained that they have conducted a number of surveys in both the Stafford borough and South Staffordshire. The end product of such surveys is e.g. the recent development in Swindon where 14 houses have been built, 10 for rent and 4 shared ownership.

The first step would be to establish whether there is a housing need (e.g. son / daughter, elderly) – every household in the Parish receives a questionnaire and covering letter from the Parish Council. There is no cost to the Parish Council, this is met by the Housing Association and District Council. 

The completed questionnaires are returned to the Housing Association, who forward them, unopened, to John for analysis. John then reports back and attends a further Council meeting to talk about the findings. The results are also published on the Parish Council’s website.

If the findings are accepted and the Council decide to move to the next stage, then John produces an independent report of potential sites.

A decision is then made on the site and the land owner approached. Affordable housing can be built on greenbelt. Public consultations can be held. It is unlikely that brown field sites will be used as the likelihood of purchasing them is small.
Any properties built under affordable housing have to remain as shared ownership or rent – there is no right to buy. If a shared ownership property is sold the housing association have the option to buy 100% back. However, with the rural affordable housing schemes there is a very low turnover of property.
The survey is the sole decision of the Parish Council, there is no obligation to undertake it or to continue to the end of the process – it is possible just to complete one or two of the stages.
It was agreed that the Councillors would discuss the matter further and make a decision as whether to proceed with a survey.
843. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
It was reported that Brian Wilding had retired. He has been replaced by Simon Griffiths.
The Chairman noted that the verge/ditch along Gospel Ash Road, before Yew Tree Farm still required attention. It was suggested that the Chairman could meet Simon on site.

Cllr. Kimbley reported that a member of Wombourne Parish Council had expressed concern over a tree just past the Bobbington sign along Six Ashes Road (heading out of the village). The tree is partly dead and overhanging the road. The Councillor had reported it, however, nothing has been done to date. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Steve Dores.

Cllr. Mrs. Tudor reported that the Brantley Lane sign had been uprooted and required attention.

Cllr. Mrs. Jones reported that some of the black & white bollards on the bend were missing.

It was noted that an email had been received from Mr. Simpson in respect of the implementation of 20 mph zones outside schools. The article, provided to the Clerk, stated that the Government were in favour of such schemes, which were now easier to implement. 
The Chairman explained that it was a good point, however, the Parish Council had campaigned for more than 10 years in respect of speed limits. The Councillors have previously spoken to the County Council in respect of 20mph limits without success. In the last 12 months, reduced speed limits had been implemented however the Council were not successful in their requests for 20mph limits.

Cllr. McCardle agreed that there are now specific initiatives in place – so it is a good time to make requests. 

Mr. Simpson informed the meeting that there had been a recent accident outside the school, luckily the parent and child were in the playground at the time. It was not known whether speed was involved.
The matter was discussed concluding that the reduced limit may be acceptable during school hours, however flashing signs would probably be the most effective although these were in excess of the Parish Council’s budget.
844. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
Village Hall – Cllr. Mrs. Tudor reported that there had been an incident of vandalism, with a window being broken.
Corbett School – Cllr. Mrs. Jones reported that the storage area is on hold, due to the costs being twice that expected. The architect is making enquiries.
Church of the Holy Cross – Nothing to report
845. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Mr. Paul Simpson asked what had prompted the attendance from the affordable housing people and whether a survey was likely. The Chairman explained an enquiry had been received from a developer. He confirmed that the Council would discuss the issues raised at the meeting and make a decision in respect of the questionnaire.
846. FINANCE
a. Internal Audit year ended 31 March 2013
Mr. Hayhurst had completed the internal audit and review of the risk assessment policy – there were no errors or areas of concern.
The information had been submitted to the external auditors at Grant Thornton.
b. Cheques 

The following cheques were proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Jones and seconded by Cllr. Snelson.
i. Corbett School

 In lieu of room hire   

£10.00 
ii. Clerk



Salary & expenses
         £315.07
iii. HMRC


Paye



£72.00
iv. Holy Cross Church

Churchyard maintenance      £900.00
847. PLANNING MATTERS
a. Received: 
a. PA 13/00450/VAR Variation of condition two of 568/79 to allow inclusion of dog breeding in agricultural occupancy condition, Leaton Park Farm, Leaton Lane, Bobbington DY7 5DE - objection
b. PA 13/00449/VAR Change of use of part of site to dog-breeding and extension of existing kennel building, Leaton Park Farm, Leaton Lane, Bobbington DY7 5DE – no objection
b. Responded to:  
a. PA/13/00253/FUL Proposed single storey photography studio, Halfpenny Green Vineyards, Tom Lane, Bobbington, DY7 5EP – no objection
b. PA/13/00252/FUL The attachment of solar panels to the rooves of the winery buildings, Halfpenny Green Vineyards, Tom Lane, Bobbington, DY7 5EP – no objection
c. Outcomes: 
It was noted that a number of cars were again been sold along Six Ashes Road – the Clerk agreed to contact Lucy MacDonald.
848. AIRFIELD MATTERS
Cllr. Kimbley reported that the Consultative Committee AGM had been held. It was reported that activity was lower than the previous year and one accident had been reported. This paperwork together with the minutes of the AGM were circulated.
849. CORRESPONDENCE
Staffordshire County Council (SCC) – Kevin Williamson – Staffordshire Youth Offending Service – agreed nothing at the current time but to keep the information on file
Parish and Community News – Hags SMP

Autela Payroll Services

Crime & antisocial behaviour May 2013

Corbett School – letter of thanks re netball trophies

I54 update May 2013

Business Links with Councils

NALC Chairman update a meeting with Minister

South Staffordshire Council (SSC) –  Masterclass Health and wellbeing
Monthly Crime April

West Midlands Employers training opportunities – June to July 2013

CPRE letter of thanks

South Staffordshire Partnership Newsletter

Petition for amendment of National Planning policy framework

850. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr. Mrs. Jones reported that the telephone Box on Six Ashes Road was overgrown and in need of attention. The Clerk agreed to report this to BT.
Chancel Repair Liability - The Parochial Church Council (“PCC”), as trustees of the charity of Bobbington Church, have written to the Charity Commission to notify them that they don’t intend to register or enforce the liabilities in Bobbington. Based on the information given, the Commission considers that the PCC’s decision is reasonable, being within the range of possible decisions that a reasonable body of trustees could have made.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 17 July 2013, 7:30pm Venue TBC
Meeting Closed 9:15pm.
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