Chairman’s Initials

Date: 


MINUTES of the meeting of BOBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Wednesday 18 May 2011 at Gospel Ash Methodist Church at 7:30pm
PRESENT: 
Councillor: T Rees (Chairman) 

District Councillor McCardle.
Councillors: D Kimbley, W Snelson, Mrs. J Tudor, Mrs. J Humphries, S Homer
Victoria Morris – Clerk to the Council 
Mr. Paul Simpson - Parishioner
565. APOLOGIES: 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of County Councillor Edwards. 
566. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
There were no Declarations of Interest.
567. MINUTES: 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Bobbington Parish Council held on 20 April 2011, a copy having previously been circulated to each member of the Council, be approved. 
568. MATTERS ARISING:
Speeding Issues: Gospel Ash Road

Cllr. Edwards had requested a list of priorities from the Clerk. It was unanimously agreed that the issues of concern were speed restrictions along Six Ashes Road and Gospel Ash Road. The Chairman has already spoken to Cllr Edwards, however, it was agreed that the Clerk would report back to Cllr. Edwards. 
Mr. Simpson reported on various actions he had undertaken due to his concerns in relation to speeding vehicles. As a result of a speed survey last Autumn mobile enforcement vehicles have been present in the village on several occasions. As 12 offences have been identified the authorities are willing to increase the frequency of the sessions. They have requested advice as to the “peak times”. Within the next few months speed camera warning signs will be erected. Mr. Simpson has also been in talks with Highways.
It was agreed that Mr. Simpson would assist the Parish Council in their efforts to reduce speeding, Cllr. Homer agreed to assist him where possible and report back to the Parish Council.

Red Strip Six Ashes Road
No response had been received from David Wright.
Request for Gas

A letter has been sent to British Gas/Centrica as suggested. Their response advised the Parish Council to contact National Grid.
Planning / enforcement issues

An e-mail had been sent to Val Davies, but no response received, the Clerk agreed to chase these matters.

Tom Hill Quarry

Cllr. Mrs. Humphries reported on activities at the Quarry over the Bank Holiday weekend. Contact was made with Cllr. Edwards and the County Council. Works were later confirmed as bore hole infrastructure works.
569. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
No further matters to discuss.
570. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES

Holy Cross Church – Cllr. Mrs. Humphries reported that Trysull Church has been victim of four recent thefts of lead. Trysull School had also been subject to the thefts.
Tree Warden – Cllr. Mrs. Humphries reported that the lower branches of a tree on the verge between the Bannockburn and 97 Six Ashes Road, had been lopped however it had not been done well. Steve Dores will take a look when next in the area.
571. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Mr. Simpson raised a general question in respect of the website and whether this could be used more, e.g. for village hall bookings. Cllr. Kimbley and the Clerk believed the website to be current, however the clerk agreed to review it. Cllr. Tudor will mention an online booking form to the Village Hall Committee, however as a booking deposit is required it may not be possible.

Mr. Simpson requested clarification on the Airport and the local development framework and housing association houses. A brief discussion followed
572. FINANCE
a. Accounts 31.3.2011

Bill Hayhurst has performed the internal audit and found the accounts to be a true and fair view of the Council’s operations. 
b.
The Risk Assessment and Internal Controls were reviewed, the only changes relate to the change of insurance policy. The clerk will update these in due course.
b. Insurance Quotations

It was agreed that the Zurich quotation provided sufficient cover at a significantly reduced premium. Cllr. Kimbley proposed the policy be taken out, this was seconded by Cllr. Snelson.
c. Cheques – The following cheques were proposed by Cllr. Snelson and seconded by Cllr. Kimbley:

a. Gospel Ash Methodist Church  In lieu of room hire
£10.00

b. Zurich Insurance

Annual insurance
          £225.00
573. PLANNING MATTERS
Received:  
1. PA/11/00378/FUL Halfpenny Green Golf Club, New Road, Swindon, DY3 4PP- Construct upper floor to existing golf driving range – it was agreed that the Chairman would perform a site visit and advise the Clerk as to the Council’s response.
Responded

i. PA 11/00248/FUL 97 Six Ashes Road, Bobbington, DY7 5EA – First Floor side extension over existing garage to create bedroom with associated en-suite – no objections.
Two areas of concern were raised, being an area of tarmac drive at Blakelands and a roof extension at Bishops yard, the clerk agreed to speak to Val Davies / Lucy Macdonald.
574. AIRFIELD MATTERS
In light of an e-mail received from WAAG concerning the sale of various pubs from the Mars Properties Group, the clerk presented various accounts filed at Companies House in respect of the airport and Mars properties, it was agreed to circulate these.
575. CORRESPONDENCE
 British Youth Council – Shadow Councillors

Sustainable Governments Public Sector update

Staffordshire Purple pages re social care

NALC – standing orders for local councils

The good Councillors guide

Staffordshire Parish Councils Association (SPCA) – Clerks Day – 15/6/11

SMP Playgrounds

Fast Play – express delivery re playgrounds

Notts sport synthetic surfacing

Quality hardwood bus shelters

Gas safety

South Staffordshire Community and Voluntary Action Buzz

Planning lists 15/4/11; 8/4/11; 1/4/11

Gavin Williamson MP – letter re gypsies and travelers – It was agreed that the Parish Council would get involved in the consultation
SPCA training for Councillors

Staffordshire County Council – Your Staffs card –under 20 bus travel for £1
576. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was noted that the land opposite 7 Six Ashes Road was again up for let, it is understood that the land has been sold during the intervening period.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   15 June 2011      


Meeting Closed 8.45pm.
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